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AGRICULTURAL PRESERYATION
AND OPEN SPACE 2006 EXPENDITURE PLAN

The purpose of this expenditure plan is to implement the Sonoma County General
Plan and the general plans of the County’s incorporated cities by preserving agricultural
land use and open space. This purpose will be accomplished primarily through the
purchase of development rights from willing sellers in areas of the County which are
designated in the County and cities’ General Plan open space elements and may include

the purchase of fee interests for outdoor public recreation where the public use would not
be inconsistent with the open space designations listed below.

The open space designations eligible for protection under this expenditure plan
inctude community separators, greenbelts, scenic landscape units, scenic corridors,

agriculturally productive lands, biotic habital areas, riparian corridors and other areas of :
biotic significance, and other open space projects.

1. Community separators and greenbelts are lands that function as Open space
to separate cities and other communities and protect ¢ity and community identity by
providing visual relief from continuous urbanization. These lands are frequently subject
to development pressures, and therefore, have been identified as priority sites for

acquisition to prevent urban sprawl, to retain the rural and open character of the county
and to preserve agricultural uses.
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Scenic landscape units and scenic corridors are areas of high scenic quality
including natural landscapes and backdrops that provide visual relief from urban densities
and maintain the open nature of the County.

3. Agriculturally productive lands include working farms and ranches and

other lands used for the production of food, fiber, and plant materials and the raising and
maintaining of livestock and farm animals.

4. Biotic habitat areas. riparian corriders. and other areas of hiotic significance
include freshwater and tidal marshes, wetlands, special status species locations.

woodlands and forests, wildlife habitat corridors and lands along creeks and streams
critical to protecting fisheries and water quality. These sensitive natural areas require
protection, restoration. and resource management, and include the Petaluma River,
L.aguna de Santa Rosa. Russian River. Sonoma Creek and San Pablo Bavlands.
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3. Other open space projects include, but are not limited to, urban open space
and recreation projects within and near incorporated areas and other urbanized areas of
Sonoma County. Funds for these projects shall be available to cities, the County and
other entities through a matching grant program, with preference given to acquisition and
development projects that link communities. Examples of these projects include creek
restoration and enhancement, such as along the Petaluma River, Santa Rosa Creek, and
Laguna de Santa Rosa, trails, athletic fields, and urban greenspace.

6. Operation and maintenance of land includes limited funding for initial
public access, operation and maintenance of recreational lands purchased in accordance
with this Plan. No more than 10 percent of total revenues generated over the life of the
Measure shall be made available for operation and maintenance purposes.




