VOTER'S PAMPHLET

MEASURES, ANALYSES AND ARGUMENTS

(whichever is applicable {o your ballot)
Arguments in support of, or in opposition to, the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors.

FULL TEXT OF MEASURE F

THE SONOMA COUNTY OPEN SPACE, CLEAN WATER AND
FARMLAND PROTECTION MEASURE

ORDINANCE NO, 8677R OF THE COUNTY OF SONCMA, STATE OF CALIFORNIA
EXTENDING THE IMPOSITION OF A TRANSACTIONS AND USE TAX TO BE
ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

Section 1. TITLE. This Ordinance shall be known as the Sonoma County Open
Space, Clean Water and Farmland Protection Measure. The County of Sonoma,
hereinafter shall be called “County.” This Ordlnance shall be applicable in the
incorporated and unincorporated tenitory of the County.

Section 2. EFFECTIVE DATE: OPERATIONAL DATES; ADMINISTRATION,.

" AThis Ordinance shall become effective upon its approval by a
two-thirds majority of the electars vofing on the measure.

B. This Ordinance shall become operative on Aprii 1, 2011; provided, how-
ever, that the Sonoma Gounty Agricultural Preservation & Open Space 2006 Ex-
penditure Plan (“the 2006 Expenditure Plan"), attached hereto as Exhibit "A,”
shall become operative on the effective date of this Ordinance,

C. The existing contract between the Sonoma Counly Agriculiural Preser-
vation & Open Space Districtand the Sonoma County Open Space Authority shall
remain in effect, subject to amendments, through March 31, 2014,

D. Pricr io April 1, 2011, the Disfrict and the County shall enter into a con-
iract for the administration of the 2008 Expenditure Plan. That contract shall he-
come operative on the expiration of the current contract betwean the Authority and
the District and shall provide for the administration of the 2006 Expenciture Plan by
the District and the funding of the Disirlct’s annual budgsts by the County from
funds available in the Open Space Special Tax Account.

Section 3. PURPOSE. This Ordinance is adopted to achieve the followlng,
among other purposes, and direcks that the provisions hereof be inlerpreted in order
to accomplish those putposes:

A. To extend the imposition of a retail transactions and use tax in accor-
dance with the provislons of Part 1.6 {commencing with Section 7251} of Division 2
of the Revenue and Taxation Code and Section 7285.5 of Part 1.7 of Division 2
which authorizes the County io adopt this tax Ordinance which shall be cperative if
2/3 of the eleclors voting on the measure voie to approve the imposition of the tax
at an election called for that purpose.

B. To adopt the extension of a retail transacfions and use fax Ordinance
that incorporates provisions identical to those of the Sales and Use Tax Law of the
State of California insofar as those provisions are notinconsistent with the require-
ments and imitations contained in Pari 1.6 of Division 2 of the Revenue-and Taxa-
fion Code and to authorize the issuance of [imited tax bonds to finance the
purchases of open space lands fhat are consistent with this Ordinance.

C. To adopt the exiension of a retail transactions and use tax QOrdinance
that imposes a tax and provides a measure therefor that can be administered and
collected by the State Board of Equalization in @ manner that adapts itself as fully
as praclicable to, and requires the least possible daviation from, the existing staiu-
tory and administrative pracedures followed by the State Board of Equatization in
administering and collecting the Californla State Sales and Use Taxes.

D. To adopi the extension of a refall ransactions and use 1ax Ordinance
that can be administered in a manner that will bs, {o the greatest degree possible,
cansistent with the provisions of Part 1.8 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation
Code, minimize the cost of collecting the fransactions and use taxes, and at the
same time, minimize the burden of record keeping upon persons subject to taxation
under the provisions of this Ordinance.

E. Toauthorize the issuancs of bonds and the underiaking of Ieaée-purchase
financing obligafions to finance the acquisitions specified in Exhibit “A"

Section 4. EXPENDITURE PLAN; LIMITATION OF EXPENDITURES; FISCAL
QVERSIGHT. Pursuant to the requirements of Government Code §50075.1, (1)

the 2006 Expenditure Plan consfitutes the statemant of the spacific purposes for
which the revenue generaied by this Ordinance may be expended, (2) the expendi-
ture of tha revenue generated by this Ordinance shall be resiricted to the purpases
stated in Exhibit "A," (3) the revenue generated by this Ordinance shall be depos-
ited Into the "Open Space Spacial Tax Account," and (4) the Counly Auditor shall
prepare and file with the Board of Supervisors reports meeting the requirements of
Government Code §50075.3. The Sonoma Counly Open Space Autharity shall

provida specified fiscal oversight as provided in an agreement between the County
and the District.

Section 5. CONTRACT WITH STATE. Prior to the Operative Date, the County
shall confraciwith the State Board of Equalization to perform all functions incident
tothe administration and operation of this transactions and use tax Ordinance; pro-
vided, thatifthe County shali not have contracted with the State Board of Equaliza-
tion prior to the Operative Date, it shall nevertheless so confract and insuch a case
the operative date shall be the first day of the first calendar quarter following the
execution of such a contract,

Section 6. TRANSACTIONS TAX RATE, For the privilege of sefling tangible
personal property at refal, a tax is hersby imposed upon all retailers in the incorpo-
rated and unincorporated temitory of the County at the rate of ane quarter of one
per cent (0.25%) of the gross receipts of any retaller from the sale of all tangible
personal property sold at retail in sald territory on and after the operative date of
this Ordinance.

Sectlon 7. PLACE OF SALE. For the purposes of this Ordinance, all refzil sales
ara consummated atthe placa of business of the retaller unless the tangible personal
property sold is delivered by the retailer or his agent to an out-of-state destination
or to a common carrier for delivery to an out-of-state destination. The gross receipis
from such sales shall include delivery charges, when such charges are subject fo
the state sales and use tax, regardless of the place io which delivery is made. Inthe
event a retailer has no permanent place of business in the State or has more than
one place of business, the place or places at which the retail sales are consum-
mated shall be determined under rules and regulations to be prescribed and
adopted by the State Board of Equalization.

Section 8, USE TAX RATE. An excise tax is hereby imposed on the storage,
usa or ofher cansumption in the County of tanglble personal property purchased
from any retailer on and after the operative date of this Ordinance for storage, use
or other consumpfion in said territory at the rate of one quarter of one percent
(0.25%) of the sales price of the properly. The sales price shall include delivery -
charges when such charges are subject to state sales or use tax regardless of the
place to which delivery is made.

Section 9, ADOPTION OF PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW. Except as ofher-
wise pravided in this Ordinance and except insofar as they are Inconsistent with
the provisions of Part 1.6 of Division 2 of the Revenus and Taxation Code, allof the
provisions of Part 1 (commencing with Section 6001} of Division 2 of the Revenue
and Taxafion Gade are hereby adopted and made a part of this Ordinance as
though fully sat forth herein.

Section 10, LIMITATIONS ON ADOPTION OF STATE LAW AND COLLECTION
OF USE TAXES. In adopling the provisions of Part 1 of Division 2 of the Revenue
and Taxation Code:

A Wherever the State of California s named or referred fo as the faxing
agency, the name of this County shall be substituted therefor. However, the substi-
tution shall not be made when:

1. The word "State” is used as a part of the title of the Stale Condroller,
State Treasurer, Siate Board of Conirol, State Board of Equalization, State Trea-
sury, or the Constitution of the State of Califarnta;

2. The result of that substitution would require action fo be taken by or
against his Counly or any agency, officer, or employee thereof rather than by or
against the State Board of Equalization, in parforming the functions incident to the
administration or operation of this Ordinance.

CONT. NEXT PAGE
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3. In those sections, induding, but not necessarily limited 1o sections
referring to the exterior boundaries of the State of California, whers the result of the
substitution would be to:

a. Provide an exemption from this tax with respect to certaln sales,
storage, use or ofher consumpticn of tangible personal property which would not
otherwise be exempt from this tax while such sales, storage, use or ather con-
sumpticn remain subject to tax by the State under the provislons of Part 1 of Divi-
sion 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, or;

b. Impose this tax with respect to certain sales, storage, use or
other consumption of tangible personal properfy which would not be subject o tax
by the state under the said provision of that cods.

4. In Sections 6701, 6702 (except in the last sentence thereof), 6711,
6715, 6737, 6797 or 6828 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.

B. The word “County” shall be substituted for the word "State” in the
phrase "retailer engaged in business in this State” in Section 6203 and in the defini-
tion of that phrase in Section 6203.

Section 11. PERMIT NOT REQUIRED. f a seller's permithas been lssued to a
retailer under Section 6067 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, an addifional
transactar's permit shali not be required by this Ordinance.

Secfion 12. EXEMPTIONS AND EXCLUSIONS,

A. There shall be excluded from the measure of the transactions tax and
the use tax the amount of any sales tax or use tax imposed by the State of
California or by any city, city and county, or county pursuant to the Bradley-Burns
Uniform Local Sales and Usa Tax Law or the amount of any state-administared
transaclions or use 1ax.

B. Thera are exempted from the computation of the amount of transacfions
tax the gross receipls from:

1. Sales of tangible personal property, other than fusl or petroleum
products, to operators of aircraft to be used or consumed principally outside the
County in which the sale is made and directly and exclusively in the use of such air-
crafi as commaon carriers of persons or property under the authority of the laws of
this State, the United States, or any foreign government.

2. Sales of property to be used outside the County which is shippedto a
point oufside the County, pursuant to the contract of sale, by delivery to such point
bythe retailer or his agent, or by delivery by the retailer to a earrier for shipmentto a
consignee at such point. For the purposes of this paragraph, delvery to a point out-
side the County shall be satisfied:

a. Wilh respectto vehicles {other than cormnmercial vehlcles) subject
to registration pursuant to Chapter 1 {commencing with Sectian 4000} of Divisian 3
of the Vehicle Code, aircraft licensed in compliance with Secfion 21411 of the Pub-
lic Ufilliles Code, and undocumented vessels registered under Divisicn 3.5 {com-
mencing with Section 9840) of the Vehicle Coda by registration to an out-of-County
address and by a declaration under penalty of perury, signed by the buyer, stating
that such address Is, in fact, his or her principal place of residence; and

b. With respect lo commercial vehicles, by registration to a place of
business out-of-County and declaration under penally of perjury, signed by the
buyer, that the vehicle will be aperaled from that address.

3. The sale of tangible personal property If the seller is obligated to fur-
nish the property for a fixed prica pursuant to a contract entered into prior fo the op-
erative date of this Ordinance.

4. A lease of tangible personal property which is a continuing sale of
such property, for any periad of time for which the lessar is obligated to lease the
praperty for an amount fixed by the lease prior to the operative date of this Ordi-
nance.

5. For the purposes of subparagraphs (3) and (4) of this section, the
sale or lease oftangible persanal property shall be deemed notio be ohligated pur-

suantto a contractor lease for any period of tme forwhich any pérty tothe contract
or lease has the unconditional right to terminats the contract or lease upon notics,
whether or not such right is exercised.

C. There are exempted from the use fax imposed by this Ordinance, the
storage, use or other consumption in this County of tangible personal proparty:

1. The gross recsipis from the sals of which have been subject to a
transaclions fax under any state-administered fransactions and use tax Ordi-
nance.

2. Other than fuel or peiroleum products purchased by operators of air-
craftand usad or consumed by such operators directly and exclusively in the usa of
such alrcraft as common carriers of persons or proparty for hire or compensation
under a certificate of public convenlence and necessity Issued pursuant to fhe faws
of this State, the United States, or any forelgn government. This exemption is In ad-
dition to the exemptlons provided in Sections 8366 and 6366.1 of the Revenue and
Taxation Code of the State of Califarnia.

3. I the purchaser is obligated to purchase the property for a fixed price
purstiant fo a contract enterad into prior o the operative date of this Ordinance.

4. If the possession of, or the exercise of any right or power over, the
tangible personal property arises under a lease which is a confinuing purchase of
such proparty for any peried of time for which the lessee is obligated fo lease the

property for an amount fixed by a lease prior fo the operative date of this
Ordinance.

5. For the purposes of subparagraphs (3) and (4) of this section, stor-
age, use, or other consumption, or possession of, or exerclse of any right or power
over, tanglble personal property shall be deemed not to he obligated pursuanifo a
contract of lease for any period of time for which any party to the contract or lease
has the uncondifional right to ferminate the contract or lease upon notlee, whether
or not such right is exerclsed, .

6. Except as pravided in subparagraph (7), a refailer engaged in busi-
ness in the County shall not be required to collect use tax from the purchaser of
tangible parsenal property, unless the retailer ships or delivers the property into the
County or participates within the County th making the sale of the property, includ-
ing, bui not limited fo, solieiting or receiving the order, either directly or indirectly, at
a place of business of the retailer in the County or through any representative,
agent, canvasser, solicitor, subsidiary, or person in the County under the authority
of the retailer.

7."A retailer engaged in business in the County” shall also Include any
retailer of any of the following: vehicles subject to registration pursuant to Chapter
1 {commencing with Section 4000) of Division 3 of the Vehicle Code, aircraft [i-
censed in compliance with Section 21411 of the Public Utiites Code, or undocu-
mented vessels registered under Division 3.5 {commencing with Section 3840) of
the Vehicle Code. That retailer shall be required to collect use fax from any pur-
chaserwho registers or licenses the vehicle, vessel, or aircraft at an address In the
County. |

D. Any person subject to use tax under this Ordinance may credit against
irat tax any wansaclions fax or relmbursement for ransacilons iax paid o a
County impasing, or retaller liable for a fransactions tax pursuant to Part 1.6 of Divi-
sion 2 of the Revenus and Taxation Code with respect to the sale to the person of

the property the slorage, use or other consumption of which is subject fo the use
tax.

Section 13. AMENDMENTS. All amendments subsequent to the effeciive date
of this Ordinance fo Part 1 of Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code relafing
to sales and use taxes and which are notinconsistent with Part 1.6 and Part 1.7 of
Division 2 of the Revenue and Taxation Code, and all amendments o Part 1.6 and
Part 1.7 of Division 2 of ihe Revenue and Taxation Code, shall automatically be-
come a part of this Ordinance, provided however, that no such amendment shall
operate 50 as to affect the rate of tax imposed by this Ordinance.

CONT. NEXT PAGE
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Section 14. ENJOINING COLLECTION FORBIDDEN. No injunction or writ of
mandate or other lagal or equitable process shall issue in any suit, action or pro-
ceading in any court agalnst the State or the County, or against any officar of the
State or the County, to prevent or enjoin the collsclion under this Ordinance, or
Part 1.6 of Division 2 of ihe Revenue and Taxation Cods, of any tax or any amount
of tax requlred fo be collected,

Secfion 15, AUTHORIZATION TO ISSUE LIMITED TAX BONDS AND
LEASE-PURCHASE FINANCING AUTHORITY. Pursuant to Government Code
§§55800 et saq. the County is authorized fo issue limited tax bonds payabla from
the fax imposed by this Ordinance. The County may, from time tc fime, enter into
lease-purchase dgreements with the Couniy's Treasurer and the District for the
purpose of assisting in the purchase of properties anticipated by Exhibit "A."

Section 16. SEVERABILITY. If any provision of this Ordinance or the applica-
tion thereof to any person or clrcumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the Or-
dinance and the application of such provision to other persons or circumstances
shall not be affected thereby.

Section 17. EFEECTIVE DATE. This Ordinance refates to the levying and cal-
lecling of & County fransactions and use fax and shall take effactimmedlately upon
approval of the eleclorate. . .

Secfion 18. TERMINATION DATE. The authority o levy the tax imposed by
this Ordinance shall explre on March 31, 2031.

* PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of
Sonoma, State of California, on July 18, 20086, by the following vols:

SUPERVISORS: _
Brown:___ Kems;____ Smithe____ Reilly.___ Kelley:
Ayes; 5 Moss:____ Abstain:___ Absent_

S0 ORDERED.

By: sf Paul L. Kelley
Chairman, Board of Supervisors
County of Soroma, Sfate of Californla

ATTEST:

By: sf Eeve T. Lewis
- County Clerk and Ex-officio Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors of said County

FULL TEXT OF MEASURE F, CONT.
EXHIBIT A

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION
AND OPEN SPACE 2006 EXPENDITURE PLAN

The purpose of this expenditure plan is to Implement the Sonoma County
General Plan and the general plans of the County's incorporated clties by
prasarving agricuiural land use and open spaca, This purpose will be accomplished
primarily through the purchase of development rghts from willing seflers in areas of
the County which are designated in the County and cifies’' General Plan open
space slements and may include the purchase of fes interests for outdoor public
recreation where the public use would not be inconsistent with the open space
designations listed below.

The open space dasignations eligible for protection under this expenditure
plan include community separators, greenbelts, scenic landscape units, scenic
comidors, agriculiurally praductive lands, biotic habitat areas, riparian corridors
and other areas of blotic significance, and other open space projects.

1. Communily separators and greenbelts are lands that function as
open space to separate cities and other communities and protect city and commu-
nity Identity by providing visual relief from continuous urbanization. These lands
ara fraquently subject to development pressures, and therefore, have been identi-
fied as priority sites for acquisition to prevent urban sprawl, to retain the rural and
apen character of the county and to preserve agricultural uses. '

2. Sceniclandscape units and scenic corridors are areas of high scenic
quality including natural landscapes and backdrops that provide visual relief from
urbian densities and maintain the open naturs of the County,

3. Agriculfurally productive lands include working farms and ranches
and other lands used for the production of food, fiber, and plant materials and the
raislng and maintaining of fvestock and farm anlmals.

4,  Biotic habitat areas, riparian corridors, and other areas of biofic sig-
nifleance include freshwater and tidal marshes, weflands, special status species
|ocations, woodlands and forests, wildlife habitat corridors and lands along creeks
and streams critical 1o protecting fisheries and water quality. These sensitive natu-
ral areas require protection, restorafion, and resource-management, and include

__the Petaluma River, Laguna da Santa Rosa, Russian River, Scnoma Creek and

San Pablo Baylands,

5. Otheropen space projecis include, buf are not limited to, urban open
space and recreation projects within and near incorporated areas and otherurban-
ized areas of Sohoma County. Funds for these projects shall be available to cities,
the County and other entities through a matching grant program, with preference
given to acquisition and development projects that fink communities. Examples of
these projects inciude creek restaralion and enhancement, such as along the
Petaluma River, Santa Rosa Creek, and Laguna de Santa Rosa, trails, athlefle
fields, and urban greenspace.,

6. Operation and maintenance of land includes [imited funding for initial
public access, apgrafion and maintenance of recreational lands purchased in ac-
cordance with this Plan. No more than 10 percant of tofal revenues generated over
the life of the Measure shall be made available for operatlon and maintenance pur-
poses.
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COUNTY OF SONOMA
MEASURE F

Sonoma County Open Space, Clean Water and

F Farmland Protection Measure. To preserve natural
lands from development; protect working farms and
ranches; protect drinking water sources; improve water
qualityin lakes, rivers and streams; create and improve parks and
trails; and preserve the coastline and beaches, shall the current
quarter-cent sales lax, funding the Sonoma County Agricultuzal

| Preservation & Open Space District, be continued for twanty
years, and bonds autherized to finance projects, with required

independent audits and citizen oversight without incraasing
taxes?

COUNTY COUNSEL'S IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE F

Currently, the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Spacs Author-
ity imposes & 1/4 cent transactions and use tax on retail sales in the county. The
proceeds of this lax, which was first imposed in 1991, have been used to purchase
properties such as Taylor Mountain, Montini Ranch, Tolay Regional Park, and
Saddle Mountain. In addition, tax revenue has been used to purchase conserva-
tion easements over thousands of agricullural and epen space acres to preserve
open space in community separators and agricuttural praperties in the community.

The current tax will expire in 2011. The proposed measure would extend the tax an
additional 20 years. The tax would continue to be coflected as it is now, in the same
manner as state-imposed sales tax.

The measure would also revise the existing Expenditure Plan, which governs how
the funds raised by the sales fax can be spanl. Since this is a spacial purpose tax,
monies collected will be placed in a special fund and can be spent only for the pur-
poses set out in the measure and the Expenditure Plan. These purposes include
preservation of community separators and greenbells ([lands that function as open
space to separate cities and other communities); preservation of scenic tand-
scapes and corridors (areas of high scenic quality including natural landscapes
and backdraps); preservation of agriculturally productive lands {including working
farms and ranches); protection of biolic habitat areas, riparian corridars and other
areas of biolic significance (including areas of freshwater and tidal marshes,
wetlands, wildlife habitat corridors and lands along creeks and streams critical to
proiecting fisheries and waler quafity); other open space projects (such as urban
open space and recreation projects within or near incorporated areas); and support
of operation and maintenance of recreational fands that were purchased in

accordance with the Expenditure Plan (limited to 10 percent of total revenues for
this purpose).

The measure requirss that the Counly Audilor prepare annual reports for the
Board of Supervisors stating the amount of money collecled, the amount spent
that year, and the status of any projects funded by the tax. These reports would
be public records. In addition, the Sonoma County Open Space Authority would
provide independent fiscal oversight over how the money raised by the tax is spent.

The measure also authorizes the County to issue bonds or ener into lease-pur-
chase agreements, to be paid off with the tax revenue, lo take advantage of pur-
chase opporlunities from willing sellers as they become available. Any bonds
issued would be paid back with the proceeds of the tax.

If two-thirds of the voters in the County who vele on this measure vote “yes,” the
measure will pass and the special tax will be levied.

STEVEN WOODSIDE
County Counsel

By: st Kathleen Larocque
Deputy County Counsef

COUNTY AUDITOR'S FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT — MEASUREF
Revenues:

This measure does not increase the current sales 1ax. This measure continuss the
current Open Space sales tax collected in Sonoma County of 1/4 of one percent
{.25%) for twenty years after March 31, 2011 for open space eligible for protection
under the Agricultural Preservaion and Open Space 2006 Expenditure Plan, Open
space that is eligible for profection, under this Plan, include community separators,
greenhelts, scenic landscape units, scenic corridors, agriculturally productive

lands, biotic habitat areas, fiparian corridors and other areas of biofic significance,
and other open space projects.

Based on current salss tax collections, historicat annual growth in sales tax, and
the assumption that the tax will remain in effect for twenty (20) years, the Audi-
tor-Controller estimates the sales tax collected, annually, under this measure will
be approximately $17 million to $30 million.

Proceads from this sales tax shall be deposited into the Open Space Special Tax
Acgount and shall be spent only to implement the projects in the 2006 Expenditure
Plan below. The County Auditor shall prepare and file, annually, with-the Beard of
Supervisors reports containing amounits of funds collected and expended and the
status of any project(s) required or authorized to be funded. Fiscal oversight wilt be
provided by the Sonema County Open Space Autharity.

Expenditures:

The revenues generated by this measure are avaitable solely for open space eligi-
ble for protection set autin the Agricultural Presesvation and Open Space 2006 Ex-
penditure Plan, and summarized below;

1. Community Separators and greenbelts are fands that function as open space fo
separate citigs and other communities.

2. Scenic landscape units and scenic corridors are areas of high scenic quality in-
cluding natural fandscapes and backdrops.

3. Agriculturaily productive lands include working farms and ranches and other
lands used for the production of food, fiber, and plant materials and the raising and
maintaining of livestock and farm animals.

4, Biotic habitat areas, riparian corridors, and other areas of biolic significance in-
tlude freshwater and tidal marshes, wetlands, special status species locations,
woodlands and forests, wildlife habitat corridors and lands along creeks and
streams crifical to protecting fisheries and water quality.

5. Other open space projects include urban open space and recreafion projects
within Sonoma Ceunty.

6. Operation and maintenance of land includes limited funding for initial public ac-

cess, operation and maintenance of recreational lands purchased per this Plan.
Limited to 10% of total revenues.

Bonds:

This measure includes the authorization to issue Hmited bonds and, from time lo
time, enter into lease-purchase agreements with the Caunty's Treasurer, The max-
imum indebtedness, including issuance cost, interest, and debt structure costs
shall not exceed the total amount of proceeds from this sales tax.

In-accordance with the Election Code, the scope of this fiscal impact analysis has
been fimited to the measure’s effect on revenues and expenditures. It dees not ad-
dress farger countywide fiscal issues such as the measure’s effect on the overall
County economy.
s/ Rod Daole
Sonoma County Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax Collector

Sonoma County

49-502

9455




VOTER’S PAMPHLET

MEASURES, ANALYSES AND ARGUMENTS

{whichever is applicable to your baliot)
Arguments in support of, o in opposition to, the proposed laws are the opinions of the authors.

ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE F

As Sonoma County grows, Measure F is a unique opportunity fo protect our quality
of life now, and for future generations. Measure F wil permanently protect lands
threalened by development and preserve waler quality, rivers, streams, working
farms and natural areas — with no increase in taxes.

Measure F will continue funding the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and
Open Space District, responsible for preserving over 68,000 acres of clsan water
sources, scenic vistas, wildlife habitat, working farms and vineyards, parks and
trails since its establishment by voters in 1990. Every district purchase is subject to
coemmunity and taxpayer oversight — ansuring that public funds ars spent wisely
and efficiently. Every landowner is a willing seller and eminent domain is prohibited.

Measure F will protect open space, clean water, family farms and our qualily of life
by: protecting important rivers, streams, lakes and groundwater to preserve drink-
ing water quality in our communilies for future needs; preserving beaches and
coastal lands; conserving natural areas and open space, including those where
chitdren can be educated ahout nature and wildlife conservation; preserving work-
ing farms, ranches, orchards and vineyards; protecting fish and wildlife habitat;
profecting oak woodlands, grasstands and redwood forests to improve air quality;

helping create and maintaln parks in and near urban areas; and protacting natusal,
scenic areas from growth and development.

Remember, Measure F is not a tax increase — it will simply continue an existing
tax. Measure F has a strict 20-year time limit, requices citizen oversight and en-
sures that all expenditures are subject to independent annual audits,

We must act now to profect Sonoma County's natural areas, clean water, farms
and wildlife. The longer we wait, the more expensive it will be to protsct what

is lefl. Please join us in voling yes on Measure F. For more information visit _

- www.FriendsOfSonomaCounty.org
s/ Dante B. Benedetti
Chairman Clover-Stometta Farms

s/ Mary H. Hafner
Direclor, Sonoma Land Trust

s/ Bill Coghil
Sheriff-Coroner

sf Patrick W. Kilkeany
Business Leader/Retired Bankar

s! Wanda Tapia
Chair, Latino Service Providers

REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURE F

Open Space District officials trumpet their "protection” of lands. What alert tax-
payers ought lo ask is what would the use of these lands be now, or in 20 or 40
years had the District not acquired them? Many people would conclude that mast
of the acquired lands would be used largely the same as they are today. Why
should taxpayers spend fimited resources to protect land already protected by
overlapping reguations that fimit the allowable uses? Many of these properties
have no practical alternative uses from their present use, and most are under no
threat of development. The use of $200,000,000 of taxes for these purposes over

the past 15 years amounts o possibly the greatest boondoggle in Sonoma
County history.

Maintaining the rural character of Sonoma County and preventing run-on comsmu-
nities like ather areas in California is a laudable goal. The good news is we alraady
have voter based urban growth boundaries in every city except Clovardale, and the

General Plan and existing zoning laws have appropriate controls o how alf lands
in the County can be used.

With all the more pressing needs for local governmants, let's stop wasting money
profecting that which does not need further protecting.

SONOMA COUNTY TAXPAYERS' ASSOC.
sf Jack Atkin, Prasident

SONOMA COUNTY TAXPAYERS' ASSOC.
sf John E. Abercrombie, Treasurer

SONOMA COUNTY TAXPAYERS' ASSOC.
s/ Fred H. Levin, Execulive Directo\r

SONOMA COUNTY TAXPAYERS' ASS0OC.
s/ Timothy J. Hannan

ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASURE F

The measure to renew the Open Space District and associated tax dess not de-
serve voters' support. Over the past 15 years the Open Space District has largety

wasted over $200 million and achieved litle measurable Senefits for Sonoma
County residents.

Let's be clear; there is nc objection to maintaining land for agriculiure, open space,
green belts or for recreation. The paint is that taxpayers don't have to buy the lang
or easements on the land to achieve these worthy goals. Cities and the Gounty
already have many tools at their disposal to accomplish these cbjectives. These
toals includas the General Plan, zoning laws that specify how land with various
zoning classifications can be used. In addition avery city in Sonoma County excapt
Cloverdale has voter passed urban growth boundaries that fimit the ability of those
cities to expand urban development outside those boundaries.

We ask, how does purchase of an agricultural easerrient make sensa for a farm
that is designated for agricultural use in the genaral plan, is zoned only far agricul-
ture and is far outside any city's urban growth boundary? Does buying forestiand
that is already designated a scenic resource in the General Plan and for which
there is no practical other use and no conceivable threatened development repre-
sent an efficient use of limited public resourcas?

Future generations deserve the right to decide for themselves, by majority rute, the
best use of the fands in Scnoma Coundy. Acquisition of land and restrictive ease-

ments has the undemocratic effect of allowing today's citizens to make land use
decisions for all future generations.

To spend taxpayer resources on “profeciing” land that does not need protecting is
simply a waste. With all the real needs of government for funds, we do not have the
luxury of wasting any funds while real needs go unmet,

SONCMA COUNTY TAXPAYERS' ASSOC.
&/ Jack Atkin, President

SONOMA COUNTY TAXPAYERS' ASSOC.
s/ John E. Abercrombie, Treasurer

SONOMA COUNTY TAXPAYERS' ASS0C.
s/ Fred H. Levin, Executive Director

SONOMA COUNTY TAXPAYERS ASSOC.
s/ Timathy J. Hannan, Vice President

REBUTTAL TO ARGUMENT AGAINST MEASUREF

it's unfortunate that the Taxpayers Association is misleading voters regarding Mea-
sure F and the many benefils the Sonoma County Agricuiiural Preservation and
Open Space District has brought to Scroma County. Please review the facts for
yourself: an independent cilizen panel (The Grand Jury of Soncma County} recently
reviewed the District's preservation plan for criical natural areas and found: “The
plan is well founded and an exceffent means of selecting potential acquisitions.”

Unlike zoning, general plan updates and urban growth boundaries that can be
changed by elected officials, the District's easements and acquisitions permanentiy
protest water scurces, open space and farmland from poorly planned development.
The District has pemmanendly preserved over 69,000 acres of clean waler sources,
scenic vistas, wildlife habitat, working farms, parks and trails since its establishment
by voters in 1990 — land'that otherwise might have been lost to development. Morg
from the Grand Jury's reviéw: *.. [We are] salisfied that .. the funds which are avail-
able to the District are being used in an effective manner to praserve the scenic
beauty and the agricultural heritage of Sonoma County.”

Remember, Measure F has a strict 20 year time limit, will permanently protect lands
Ihreatened by development and preserve waler qualty, rivers, streams, working
farms and natural areas-with no increase in taxes. Measure F includes community
and laxpayer oversight and independent annual audits of all expendiiuses to ensure
thai every dolfar is spent wisely. Please join us along with business, environmental,
agricultural, labar and cemmunity organizations in supparting Measure F.
sf Karen Collins, Chair
Ceunty Parks Commission

s! Saratee McClelland Kunde
Farmer-Grape Grower

s/ Carol Kneis
Petaluma Chamber President

s/ Peler V. Leveque, Past President
Madrene Audubon

s/ Steve Rabinowitsh
Santa Rosa Councilmember/SRJC Instructor
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