
 
 

 

 

S O N O M A  C O U N T Y  O P E N  S P A C E  D I S T R I C T  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  
  

 
 

March 26, 2026 | 5:00 pm 
 

M E M BE R S PL E A SE  C A L L  I F U N AB LE  TO  ATTE N D  

 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE VIA ZOOM OR IN PERSON 

The March 26, 2026 Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Advisory Committee meeting will be held in 
person at Ag + Open Space’s office located at 747 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA. The public 
may also participate virtually through Zoom.  
 
 
Members of the public can watch or listen to the meeting using one of the two following 
methods: 

1. Zoom:  Join the Zoom meeting on your computer, tablet or smartphone by clicking:  
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/95865054803?pwd=6kK8lsDW02YfOtu6YOzFMFSwfDH2
kQ.jyJdob-eS3CqTy4C 

  If you have the Zoom app or web client, join the meeting using the Password: 628163 
 
  Call-in and listen to the meeting: Dial +1 669 900 9128 | Enter Webinar ID: 958 6505 4803 
 

2.   In Person: Members of the public may attend in person at Ag + Open Space’s office at 747 
Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA in the large conference room.  

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT DURING THE MEETING: You may email public comment to 
Michelle.Nozzari@sonoma-county.org. All emailed public comments will be forwarded to all 
Committee Members and read aloud for the benefit of the public. Please include your name and 
the relevant agenda item number to which your comment refers.  In addition, if you have joined 
as a member of the public through the Zoom link or by calling in, there will be specific points 
throughout the meeting during which live public comment may be made via Zoom and phone.  
 

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability which requires an accommodation 
or an alternative format to assist you in observing and commenting on this meeting, 
please contact Michelle Nozzari by email to Michelle.Nozzari@sonoma-county.org by 
12pm Wednesday, March 25, 2026 to ensure arrangements for accommodation.  

 
 
 
 
 

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  A G E N D A  
 

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/95865054803?pwd=6kK8lsDW02YfOtu6YOzFMFSwfDH2kQ.jyJdob-eS3CqTy4C
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/95865054803?pwd=6kK8lsDW02YfOtu6YOzFMFSwfDH2kQ.jyJdob-eS3CqTy4C
mailto:Michelle.Nozzari@sonoma-county.org
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1. Cal l  to Order

2. Public Comment
Comments on items not listed on the agenda. Time is limited to 2 minutes per person/item.

3. Correspondence / Communications

Correspondence can email aos-adminaide@sonoma-county.org.

4 .  Approval of  Minutes  from  January 22, 2025  A t t a c h m e n t  A  ACTION ITEM 

5. General  Manager’s  Report

Misti Arias, General Manager

6. Advisory Committee Administration : SB 707 Overview Attachment B  

Aldo Mercado, Deputy County Counsel

7. Saddle Mountain OSP Prescr ibed Fire, Research, and Workforce Development

Monica Delmartini, Stewardship Specialist

8. Acquisition  Update  ACTION ITEM 

Jennifer Kuszmar,  Acquisit ion Manager  

9 .  Projects  in  Negotiations  A t t a c h m e n t  C  

10.  Announcements  from Advisory Committee Members

11.  Adjournment

Next Advisory Committee Meeting is scheduled for April 23, 2026. 

mailto:aos-adminaide@sonoma-county.org
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S O N O M A  C O U N T Y  O P E N  S P A C E  D I S T R I C T  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E

P R O P O S E D  M I N U T E S

747 Mendocino Avenue – Suite 100, Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

January 22, 2025 | 5:00 pm 

MEMB ERS PRESENT:  
Marjorie Morganstern, Ladi Asgill, Thembi Borras, Paul Martin, Wendy Elliot, Steven 
Rabinowitsch, Richard Hodges, Emily Albert, Michelle Whitman 

STAFF PRESENT:  
Misti Arias, General Manager; Lisa Pheatt, Deputy County Counsel; Lauren Alpert, Community 
Resources Specialist; Irma Cuevas, Community Resources Assistant, Michelle Nozzari, Admin 
Aide  

1. Cal l  to Order
Chair Ladi Asgill called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm.

2. Public Comment

Chair Asgill opened comments on items not listed on the agenda.

• Jacob Taylor

3. Correspondence/Communications

No correspondence was received.

4. Approval of  the Minutes  from October  23, 2025.

Member Martin moved to approve the minutes. Member Borras seconded the motion.
The vote was passed unanimously.

5. General Managers Report

Misti Arias, General Manager

Public Comment:

• Susan Kirks

6. Community Relations  Update INFORMATIONAL  
Lauren Alpert, Community Relations Specialist
Irma Cuevas, Community Engagement Coordinator
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7. 2025 Year  in  Review INFORMATIONAL  ITEM 

Amy Ricard, Community Resources Manager
Chair Asgill opened public comment.

• Susan Kirks

• John Shribbs

8. Advisory Committee Administration
a. Advisory Committee Rules of Procedure
b. AB 2449 Overview

This item was removed from the agenda and continued to the next meeting. 

c. Ad Hoc Subcommittee Assignments
d. Committee Calendar & Roster

Member Whitman motioned to approve calendar and roster, Member Borras seconded. The 
item was approved unanimously. 

e. Election of Committee Officers

Member Borras nominated Ladi Asgill to continue on as chair. Member Martin nominated John 
Shribbs to continue on a vice chair. Chair Asgill nominated Wendi Eliot to continue on as Chair 
Pro Tem. No other committee members were nominated. 

Chair Asgill opened public comment. 

• John Shribbs

Chair Asgill called for a vote to approve the nominees, Member Borras motioned to elect 
the nominees and Member Martin seconded. The nominees were elected unanimously.  

9. Projects  in  Negotiations  Attachment B

Public Comment: No Public Comment

10.  Adjournment

Chair Asgill adjourned the meeting at 6:36 pm.



Senate Bill 707 – “Just Cause” Teleconferencing Requirements 

Effective January 1, 2026, SB 707 authorizes a member of a Brown Act body to participate remotely without posting 
their location if all the following are met: 

Timing and Procedure The member notifies the legislative body at the earliest opportunity possible (can be as 
late as the start of a regular meeting) of their need to participate remotely for “just 
cause,” including a general description of the circumstances justifying their need to 
appear remotely. 

Qualifying Reason  

Meeting Minutes must 
include the specific reason 
that member relied upon to 
participate remotely. 
(Members need not disclose 
any medical diagnosis or 
disability, or any personal 
medical information that is 
otherwise exempt under 
existing law.) 

 “Just cause” means any of the following: 

• A childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling,
spouse, or domestic partner that requires them to participate remotely.

• A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person.

• A need related to a physical or mental disability not otherwise accommodated
for (Note: SB 707 includes separate provisions for disability accommodation)

• Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another state or local
agency.

• An immunocompromised child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse,
or domestic partner of the member that requires the member to participate
remotely.

• A physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member from attending
in person.

• Military service obligations that result in a member being unable to attend in
person because they are serving under official written orders that requires the
member to be at least 50 miles outside the boundaries of the local agency.

Quorum Physically Present At least a quorum of the members must participate in person from a singular physical 
location within the jurisdiction. 

Audio/Visual Participation • The member must participate through both audio and visual technology (must
stay on camera/cannot turn off camera).

• The public must be able to participate remotely through either:
o A two-way audiovisual platform (defined to mean an online platform

that provides participants with the ability to participate in a meeting
via both an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic
function); and/or

o A two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the meeting
(defined to mean a telephone service that does not require internet
access, is not provided as part of a two-way audiovisual platform, and
allows participants to dial a telephone number to listen and verbally
participate.

ATTACHMENT B



Disclosures • Member must publicly disclose at the meeting, before any action is taken, 
whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at 
the remote location with the member, and the general nature of the member’s 
relationship with any such individual(s). 
 

Technology Disruptions If there is a disruption in the two-way access, the body may not take any additional 
actions until access is restored. 

Voting All votes must be by roll call. 

Limited Number of Meetings 
Per Board Member 

Two meetings per year, if local agency “regularly” meets once per month or less. 

 

NOTE: The traditional Brown Act Teleconference option is still in place for an advanced publicly noticed teleconference 
location which is accessible to the public.  NOTE ALSO: There are separate ADA accommodation options for remote 
Board member participation. 

 

 



Acquisition Project Status Chart | Conservation Easements
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District

DISCLAIMER  THIS WAS UPDATED AS OF 1/21/2026
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Conservation Easement Project Name Acreage 
(approx)

Sup. District Step 1 Project Phase Comments

1 Bavarian Lion Vineyards 1,858 4 Initiating Project Initiaiting Project
2 Berry Forest Preserve 133 5 Initiating Project Project Structure - development
3 Bianchi Ranches - Two Rock 633 2 Appraisal Process Property is being appraised
4 Cheda Hills 681 2 + Initiating Project Initiating project
5 Crane Creek Ranch 290 1 Initiating Project Initiating project
6 Crawford Gulch 92 5 Initiating Project Project Structure - development

Cougar Lane 318 1 +
7 Deniz Ernest & Beverly Trust  217 2 Initiating Project Project Structure - development
8 Deniz Family Farm  315 2 Negotiating CE Project Structure - updating
9 Diamond W Ranch 849 2 Appraisal Process Appraisal pending

10 Gill Creek Confluence 51 4 Initiating Project Project Structure - development
11 Ielmorini Ranch - Sonoma Mountain 417 2 Initiating Project Project Structure - development
12 Laguna Oakwild 168.9 5 Initiating Project Initiating project
13 Landwell 22 5 Initiating Project Project Structure - development
14 Limping Turkey Ranch 158 2 Initiating Project Initiating project
15 Little Rancheria Creek 276 5 Initiating Project Project Structure - development
16 Lobban – Mark West Creek 266 1 Negotiating CE Negotiating trail easement provisions
17 Nadale Ranch 390 2 Initiating Project Initiating Project
18 Osprey Hill Ranch 347 5 Initiating Project Project Structure - development
19 Peters Ranch 278 2 Negotiating CE Draft CE in Internal Review
20 Roberts Oaks 398 1 Initiating Project Developing Project Structure with Regional Parks
21 Rowland Mack 168 1 Appraisal Process Appraisal work underway + internal review of CE
22 Sea Way 247 5 Initiating Project Initiating project
23 South Fork Gualala River 299 5 Negotiating CE Draft CE in Internal Review
24 South Sonoma Mountain - Grove 366 1 & 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
25 South Sonoma Mountain - Rodgers Creek North 393 1 & 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
26 South Sonoma Mountain - Rodgers Creek South 421 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
27 South Sonoma Mountain - Skyline 480 1 & 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
28 Starrett Hill 319 5 Negotiating CE Draft CE in Internal Review
29 Willow Avenue Farm 8 2 Negotiating CE Negotiating CE
30 Witt Home Ranch 395 2 Initiating Project Project Structure - development

Total Acres 11,252

+ indicates change in phase since last update

On Hold projects
1 Bucher-Russell Ranch 562 4 On-Hold On hold as property listed for sale
2 Lafranconi 5 On-Hold On hold at request of owner
3 Laguna Edge 29 5 On-Hold Project is on hold at landowner's request
4 Nolan Creek 1 317 5 On-Hold Project Structure - development
5 Nolan Creek 2 171 5 On-Hold Project Structure - development
6 Nolan Creek 3 49 5 On-Hold Project Structure - development
7 Oak Ridge Angus (LaFranchi) 4 On-Hold On hold
8 Preston Farm 133 4 On-Hold Project Structure - development and CE negotiations

9 Reynoso Vineyard 395 4 On-Hold On-Hold due to landowner finances 
Site Evaluation October 16

10 Rincon Hills 218 1 On-Hold Updating project structure/transaction
11 Russian River Habitat Restoration 63 4 On-Hold On-Hold  
12 Spring Hill Ranch 579 2 On-Hold On hold pending subordination of loans

Vital Lands Initiative 
Goals

Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

ATTACHMENT C



Acquisition Project Status Chart | Matching Grant Projects
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District

1/21/2026
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Matching Grant Project Name
Acreage
(approx)

Sup. 
District

Step 4 Step 5 Status Comments

A Place to Play
87 5

N/A N/A
Initiating Project Conducting due diligence

AmeriCorps Trail
12 5 Escrow/Closing Closing process delayed by CDFW permitting. Resolution and 

adjustments being made. Reviewing legal agreements.

Badger Park
20 4 Negotiating CE MGA,  CE, RC review and negotiation with City.  

Bodega Bay Trail
178 5 Initiating Project Continued due diligence by Regional Parks for project design.

Colgan Creek Phase 4 MG
4 3 Negotiating CE Working with applicant on final edits to MGA & CE

Colgan Creek Phase 5 4 3 Initiating Project Pending closure of Colgan Creek Phase 4 MGA. 
Crane Creek Regional Trail 75 1 Negotiating CE Regional Parks and AOS met and are working on CE edits.
Denman Reach 2 2 Negotiating CE Pending McNear Peninsula amendment.
Geyserville Community Plaza 1 4 Negotiating CE Negotiating legal agreements.
Graton Town Square 0.6 5 Completed Project Closed 10/29/205. Monitoring match.
Guerneville River Park Phase 2 3 5 Initiating Project Reviewing title restrictions
Helen Putnam Regional Park Extension 21.5 2 N/A Completed Project Closed 9/30/2025. Monitoring match and ongoing compliance.
Laura Fish Somersal Park 36 4 Negotiating CE Negotiating legal agreements.

Los Guilicos Master Gardeners' Demonstration Garden
4.5 1 Initiating Project Project on pause as grantee and Sonoma County Public 

Infrastructure address site concerns.
Mark West Area Community Park Ph 2 1 4 N/A N/A Completed Project Monitoring grant compliance.
Maxwell Farms 79 1 N/A N/A Negotiating CE Rregional Parks reviewing MGA. Drafting CE.
Occidental Community Plaza 0.7 5 Initiating Project Completing due diligence.
Petaluma Bounty Community Farm 3 2 Initiating Project Completing due diligence.
Petaluma River Park 20 2 Initiating Project Developing legal agreements with applicant.
Roseland Creek Community Park - Phase 1c 3 3 Negotiating CE Negotiating CE, Rec Covenant.
Russian River Community Park 3.8 5 Initiating Project Completing due diligence.
Sonoma Schellville Trail 21 1 Initiating Project Completing due diligence.

Steamer Landing Park Development (McNear Peninsula) 27** 2 Negotiating CE MGA and RC under review by City of Petaluma.

Tierra de Rosas Plaza 1 3 Negotiating CE Negotiating legal agreements.
Tom Schopflin Fields Phase 2 21 4 Negotiating CE Grantee reviewing MGA and RC. 

Total Acres 602.1

** Restoration/Development Project on previous acquisition.

Step 2 Step 3

ATTACHMENT C



Acquisition Project Status Chart | Transfers
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District
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Transfer Project Name
Acreage
(approx)

Sup. 
District

Transaction Type Step 1 Step 4 Comments

Tierra Vegetables 16 4 Resale Escrow phase

Chanslor Ranch (Transfer) 378 5 Transfer n/a
Negotiating project structure and CE 
language with Regional Parks.

Young-Armos 56 5 Transfer/Sale Initiating project
Total Acres 450

Step 2 Step 3
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