
S O N O M A  C O U N T Y  O P E N  S P A C E  D I S T R I C T  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  

June 25, 2026 | 5:00 pm 

MEMBERS PLEASE  CALL  IF  UN ABLE  T O A TTEN D  

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE VIA ZOOM OR IN PERSON 

The June Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Advisory Committee meeting will be held in person at 
Ag + Open Space’s office located at 747 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA. The public may also 
participate virtually through Zoom.  

Members of the public can watch or listen to the meeting using one of the two following 
methods: 

1. Zoom:  Join the Zoom meeting on your computer, tablet or smartphone by clicking:
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/95865054803?pwd=6kK8lsDW02YfOtu6YOzFMFSwfDH2
kQ.jyJdob-eS3CqTy4C
If you have the Zoom app or web client, join the meeting using the Password: 628163

Call-in and listen to the meeting: Dial +1 669 900 9128 | Enter Webinar ID: 958 6505 4803

2. In Person: Members of the public may attend in person at Ag + Open Space’s office at 747
Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA in the large conference room.

PUBLIC COMMENT DURING THE MEETING: You may email public comment to aos-
adminaide@sonoma-county.org. All emailed public comments will be forwarded to all 
Committee Members and read aloud for the benefit of the public. Please include your 
name and the relevant agenda item number to which your comment refers.  In addition, if 
you have joined as a member of the public through the Zoom link or by calling in, there 
will be specific points throughout the meeting during which live public comment may be 
made via Zoom and phone.  

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability which requires an accommodation 
or an alternative format to assist you in observing and commenting on this meeting, 
please contact the advisory clerk by email to aos-adminaide@sonoma-county.org by 
12pm Wednesday, June 24, 2026 to ensure arrangements for accommodation.  

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  A G E N D A

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/95865054803?pwd=6kK8lsDW02YfOtu6YOzFMFSwfDH2kQ.jyJdob-eS3CqTy4C
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/95865054803?pwd=6kK8lsDW02YfOtu6YOzFMFSwfDH2kQ.jyJdob-eS3CqTy4C
mailto:aos-adminaide@sonoma-county.org
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1. Cal l  to Order

2. Publ ic  Comment
Comments on items not listed on the agenda. Time is limited to 2 minutes per person/item.

3. Correspondence / Communications
Correspondence can email aos-adminaide@sonoma-county.org.

4 .  Approval of Minutes f rom March 26,  2026 A t t a c h m e n t  A ACT ION  I TEM 

5. Ag Advisory Subcommittee Report Out

6. General  Manager’s Report
Misti Arias, General Manager

7. Senate Bi l l  707 – Updated public meeting and teleconference requirements     ACT  ION I  TEM

Aldo Mercado, County Counsel
California Senate Bill (SB) 707 is a legislative update to the Ralph M. Brown Act that modernizes local
government public meeting and teleconferencing rules. Introduced January 1, 2026, part of the updates
include potentially permanent teleconferencing, disruptor muting, social media clarification, and public
comment extension.
Action: The Committee will vote to approve applying these new guidelines to the Advisory Committee.

8. Overview of Recent Poll ing Results      A t t a c h m e  n t  B            DI  SCUSSION I  TEM

Emily Goodman, Senior Principal, EMC Research Inc.
Ag + Open Space conducted preliminary polling to understand Sonoma County voters’ awareness,
priorities, and opinions regarding the agency and its mission, to help refine communications, and to
examine current attitudes about taxes as they relate to investments in agriculture and open space
preservation. The study provided early objective feedback on how voters may respond to a potential
measure to reauthorize Sonoma County Ag + Open Space’s quarter-cent sales tax but was not designed
to provide a comprehensive picture of measure feasibility.
Discussion: The Committee will discuss the results of the poll and provide feedback on subsequent
polling and related topics.

mailto:aos-adminaide@sonoma-county.org
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9. Ag + Open Space and State  Funding Opportunities   A t t a c h m e n t  C
I  NFORMAT  IONAL ITEM

Amy Ricard, Community Resources Manager

Proposition 4 (the Climate Bond Act of 2024), passed by voters in November 2024, authorizes
the state to borrow $10 billion through general obligation bonds. This funding is dedicated to
climate resilience, natural resources management, wildfire prevention, and safe drinking
water initiatives across California. The question is: how much money is actually available and
when, how can it be used, and how can Ag + Open Space access it?

1 0 .  Projects in Negotiat ions  A t t a c h m e n t  D   I N FORM A TIO NAL   I T EM 

11.  Announcements f rom Advisory Committee Members

12.  Adjournment

Next meeting is scheduled for July 23, 2026 



S O N O M A  C O U N T Y  O P E N  S P A C E  D I S T R I C T  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E

P R O P O S E D  M I N U T E S

747 Mendocino Avenue – Suite 100, Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

March 26, 2026 | 5:00 pm

MEMB ERS PRESENT:
Ricard Hodges, Ladi Asgill, Thembi Borras, Paolo Tantarelli, Wendy Eliot, John Shribbs, Alex 
DeCarli, Marjorie Morgenstern, Don McEnhill, Emily Albert, Brittany Jensen*  

*Virtual Attendance under SB 707:

Member Jensen attended the meeting virtually citing SB 707 due to a contagious illness that
prevents member from attending in person. 

STAFF PRESENT:
Misti Arias, General Manager; Aldo Mercado, Deputy County Counsel; Amy Ricard, Community 
Resources Manager; Jennifer Kuzsmar, Acquisition Manager, Monica Delmartini, Stewardship 
Specialist; Michelle Nozzari, Admin Aide  

1. Cal l  to Order
Chair Ladi Asgill called the meeting to order at 5:02 pm.

2. Public Comment

Chair Asgill opened comments on items not listed on the agenda.
• No public comment

3. Correspondence/Communications

Two pieces of correspondence were received and shared with committee and public.

4. Approval of  the Minutes  from January 22, 2026.
Chair Asgill called for a roll call vote. The vote to approve minutes passed unanimously.

5. General Managers Report

Misti Arias, General Manager
Chair Asgill opened public comment.
• No public comment

6. Advisory Committee Administration : SB 707
Aldo Mercado, Deputy Counsel

A t t a c h m e n t  A



Chair Asgill opened public comment. 
• Susan Kirks

7. Saddle Mountain OSP Prescr ibed Fire, Research, and Workforce Development

Monica Delmartini, Stewardship Specialist
Chair Asgill opened public comment.
• Susan Kirks

8. Acquisition Update
Jennifer Kuszmar, Acquisition Manager
Chair Asgill opened public comment.
• No public comment

9. Projects  in  Negotiations

Chair Asgill opened public comment.
• No public comment

10. Announcements from Advisory Committee Members

11.  Adjournment

Chair Asgill adjourned the meeting at 7:10 pm.



TO: Ag + Open Space Advisory Committee
FROM: EMC Research 
RE: Key Findings from April 2026 Survey of Voters in Sonoma County 
DATE: June 2026 

This memo outlines the purpose of the research, key findings from an April 2026 survey of 
Sonoma County Voters and recommended next steps.  

Research Purpose 
This research was designed to understand Sonoma County voters’ awareness, priorities, and 
opinions regarding Sonoma County Ag + Open Space and its mission, to help refine general 
communications, and to examine current attitudes about taxes as they relate to investments in 
agriculture and open space preservation. 

The present study provided preliminary feedback on how voters respond to a potential 
measure to reauthorize Sonoma County Ag + Open Space’s quarter-cent sales tax to continue 
ongoing operations, but was not designed to provide a comprehensive picture of measure 
feasibility. Future research is recommended to fully explore the feasibility of a reauthorization 
measure, and inform decisions such as election timing, and measure content and structure.      

Key Findings 

• A majority of voters in Sonoma County say things in the County are generally headed in

the right direction.

• While cost of living and a lack of affordable housing for all income levels are

predominant concerns, most voters also say that loss of farmland and open space,

climate change, and drought are serious problems facing the County.

• Sonoma County Ag + Open Space is viewed favorably by voters, especially when they

are provided with information about Ag + Open Space’s history, purpose and initiatives.

• More than 8 in 10 voters agree that investing in agricultural and natural areas in the

County is a good use of tax dollars, and two-thirds trust Ag + Open Space to properly

manage tax dollars.

• Protecting drinking water and old-growth redwoods, and reducing local risks of drought,

flooding, wildfire, and extreme heat are among voters’ top priorities for Sonoma County

Ag + Open Space.

• Communications explaining Sonoma County Ag + Open Space’s work to safeguard

wetlands, local drinking water, and agricultural lands resonate widely.

• Asked at the end of the survey whether they would support a ballot measure to

reauthorize the Sonoma County Ag + Open Space’s sales tax funding, three quarters

indicate that they would.

A t t a c h m e n t  B



Sonoma County Ag + Open Space April 2026 Research 

 

Recommended Next Steps 
Further research is recommended to provide a more comprehensive picture of measure 
feasibility and exploration of issues such as timing, ballot question wording, voter tax 
sensitivity, and other factors. 
 
 
Methodology 
Findings are summarized from a scientific survey of 600 voters in Sonoma County conducted by EMC Research. The 
survey was conducted via a multi-modal methodology, utilizing live telephone interviews and online interviews in 
response to text and email invitations. Telephone interviews were conducted by professional interviewers, landline 
and mobile phones included. The survey was offered in English and Spanish. Data are demographically and 
geographically representative of registered voters in Sonoma County. 



Sonoma County 
Ag + Open Space

Voter Research
Summary of Findings - June 25, 2026
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Methodology
 Survey of registered voters in the Sonoma County Ag + Open Space District

 Survey conducted April 19 - 27, 2026 in English and Spanish

 Mixed mode telephone and web (email-/text-to-web) methodology
• Phone interviews conducted by trained, professional interviewers; landlines and mobile phones 

included

• Email and text invitations were sent with a link to an online survey

 600 interviews; overall margin of error ±4.0 percentage points. A split sample 
methodology was utilized to test differences in language:

• Split 1 (n=300; MoE = +5.7 percentage points)

• Split 2 (n=300; MoE = +5.7 percentage points)

 Where applicable, results compared with previous research conducted in Sonoma County.

Please note that due to rounding, some percentages may not add up to exactly 100%.
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Research Purpose
 This research was designed to understand voters’ awareness, 

priorities, and opinions regarding Sonoma County Ag + Open Space 
and its mission, to help refine general communications, and to 
examine current attitudes about taxes as they relate to investments 
in agriculture and open space preservation.
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Key Findings
 Voters consider affordability concerns to be very serious problems in Sonoma 

County, but most still say things in the County are generally headed in the 
right direction.

 Sonoma County Ag + Open Space is viewed positively by voters, and the 
majority believe investing in open space is important.

 Protecting drinking water and old-growth redwoods, and reducing local risks 
of drought, flooding, wildfire, and extreme heat are among voters’ top 
priorities for Sonoma County Ag + Open Space.

 Information about the Ag + Open Space’s efforts on protecting wildlands, 
water, and agricultural lands resonates widely.
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Direction of the County

Q2. Do you feel that things in Sonoma County are generally going in the right 
direction or do you feel things have gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

The majority feels like things in Sonoma County are headed in the right direction.

50%

59%

50%
47%

63% 65%

60%
62%

58%
62%

49%
51%

61%
59%

32%

25%

34% 35%

21% 21%

27% 25%

32%

22%

46% 47%

37%
40%

Right direction Wrong track

*Data prior to 2026 is from past research conducted in Sonoma County.
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Most Important Problem

19%

17%

10%

9%

8%

8%

5%

4%

4%

3%

3%

8%

2%

Affordable housing

Cost of living

Homelessness

Politicians/Government

Road repairs/Infrastructure

Education

Traffic/Congestion

Crime/Drugs

Taxes

Climate change/Environment

Jobs/Economy

Other

Don't know/ Nothing

Predominant top-of-mind concerns for voters in Sonoma County are around affordability. A very small portion mention 
climate change or other environmental issues.

Q3.

(Open-ended question; verbatim responses coded into categories)

What do you think is the most important problem facing Sonoma County today? 
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71%

61%

38%

33%

31%

37%

34%

13%

23%

22%

35%

39%

39%

31%

33%

30%

95%

83%

73%

73%

69%

69%

66%

43%

The cost of living

A lack of available housing for all income levels

Loss of farmland

Traffic congestion

Drought

Climate change

Loss of open and natural spaces

Air pollution

Very serious problem Somewhat serious problem

Local Issues

Q4.-Q11. Please tell me if you feel each of the following is a very serious problem, a somewhat 
serious problem, a not too serious problem or a not at all serious problem facing Sonoma County.

While affordability issues rise to the top of the list, most also say loss of farmland and open space, climate change and 
drought are serious problems.

% Serious/
Somewhat
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Visit Frequency: Open Space/Parks/Trails

Q46.

4-in-10 voters visit parks or public open space areas in Sonoma County at least weekly.

On average, how frequently do you visit public open spaces, parks or trails in Sonoma County? 

22% 19% 28% 24% 7%

A few times a week About once a week A few times a month A few times a year Rarely/Never/(DK)

41% Weekly+
28% 

Monthly+
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53%

25%

28%

5%

38%

37%

29%

43%

3%

27%

29%

3%

5%

6%

9%

30%

2%

5%

6%

20%

91%

62%

56%

48%

7%

11%

15%

49%

Sonoma County Regional Parks

Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation
and Open Space District, also known as

Sonoma County Ag + Open Space

The Sonoma Land Trust

Sonoma County government

Strongly
favorable

Somewhat
favorable

(DK/NO)/
Never heard

Somewhat
unfavorable

Strongly
unfavorable

Ratings

Q12.-Q15. I’m going to read you a list of organizations. Please tell me if you have a 
strongly favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or strongly 
unfavorable opinion of each one. If you have never heard of one, please just say so. 

A majority of voters rate Sonoma Ag + OS favorably, although a quarter have never heard of the District.

Total
Fav.

Total
Unfav.
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Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Rating After Info
Once voters are introduced to Sonoma County Ag + Open Space, nearly 9-in-10 view it favorably.

Q16. Now that you’ve heard more, do you have a strongly favorable, somewhat favorable, 
somewhat unfavorable, or strongly unfavorable opinion of Sonoma County Ag + Open Space?

Strongly 46%

Strongly 4%

Somewhat
 39%

Somewhat 10%

Favorable
85%

Unfavorable
 15%

(Don't know) 
1%

In 1990, Sonoma County residents created Sonoma County Ag + Open Space to permanently protect the diverse 
agricultural, natural resource, and scenic open space lands of Sonoma County for future generations. 

 Sonoma County Ag + Open Space works in close collaboration with a variety of agencies that protect agricultural land, 
greenbelts, recreational areas, water and wildlife in Sonoma County. To date, Ag + Open Space has protected over 127,000 

acres of natural and working lands, and it is funded by a voter-approved countywide ¼ cent sales tax, as well as other 
sources of public funding.

Strongly 25%

Strongly 5%

Somewhat
 37%

Somewhat 6%

Favorable
62%

Unfavorable
 11%

(DK/NH)NO 
27%

Initial After Info
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Sonoma County Ag + OS Job Rating
7-in-10 voters rate Sonoma County Ag + Open Space positively on protecting open space lands in Sonoma County. 

Q17.

Excellent 14%
Poor 6%

Good 57%

Only fair 21%

Positive 
71%

Negative
 27%

(Don't know) 
2%

How would you rate the job Sonoma County Ag + Open Space is doing protecting the county’s agricultural, natural 
resource, recreational, and scenic open space lands? 
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44%

14%

38%

53%

1%

2%

13%

19%

5%

12%

82%

67%

18%

31%

Investing in agricultural and natural areas
in Sonoma County is a good use of tax

dollars.

I trust Sonoma County Ag + Open Space
to properly manage tax dollars.

Strongly
agree

Somewhat
agree

(DK/
Ref.)

Somewhat
disagree

Strongly
disagree

Open Space Investment Attitudes

Q18.-Q19. Please tell me whether you strongly agree, somewhat agree, somewhat 
disagree, or strongly disagree with each of the following statements. 

4-in-5 voters agree that investing in agricultural and natural areas in the County is a good use of tax dollars. Trust in Sonoma 
Ag + Open Space to properly manage tax dollars is also relatively high.

Total
Agree

Total
Disagree
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Top Priorities

Q20.-Q37. I’m going to read you a list of items that your tax dollars help pay for. 
After each one, please rate how important that item is to you, using a scale of 1 to 
7, where 1 means not at all important, and 7 means extremely important. 

Protecting drinking water, old growth redwoods, and reducing local risks of drought, flooding, wildfire, and extreme heat are 
top priorities to voters. 

72%

66%

56%

56%

52%

52%

49%

48%

46%

11%

17%

19%

18%

18%

19%

21%

19%

22%

9%

9%

12%

13%

17%

15%

16%

15%

16%

93%

92%

88%

86%

88%

85%

86%

82%

84%

**Protecting our drinking water sources, including rivers, lakes, and
groundwater

*Safeguarding our water supply

Protecting old growth redwoods

Reducing local risks of drought, flooding, wildfire, and extreme heat

Preserving the coastline and riverfront

**Protecting and restoring natural lands, creeks, and wildlife habitats for
everyone, forever

*Preserving local farms, ranches, and healthy food sources

Preserving habitat for plants and animals

*Protecting and restoring natural lands, creeks, and wildlife habitats for future
generations

7 - Extremely important 6 5 Total Important

NOTE: * Asked among Split A only; 200n; **Asked among Split B only; 200n
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Priorities (Cont.)

Q20.-Q37. I’m going to read you a list of items that your tax dollars help pay for. 
After each one, please rate how important that item is to you, using a scale of 1 to 
7, where 1 means not at all important, and 7 means extremely important. 

Other items are also important to voters, but less so in intensity. 

44%

39%

36%

34%

34%

32%

31%

24%

24%

20%

19%

16%

20%

25%

17%

21%

21%

19%

17%

20%

19%

26%

22%

15%

24%

25%

24%

81%

78%

72%

80%

81%

64%

76%

71%

68%

**Protecting natural lands from development

Preserving open space to absorb pollutants and improve air quality

*Limiting development of scenic hillsides, natural open spaces, and farmland

**Expanding access to open spaces, parks, and trails

*Conserving land for local parks and open space areas

Partnering with Tribal groups to protect ancestral Tribal lands

**Protecting the land for agricultural use

Expanding natural open space in urban neighborhoods

Providing free, high-quality outdoor opportunities to learn about and engage
in the work of land conservation

7 - Extremely important 6 5 Total Important

NOTE: * Asked among Split A only; 200n; **Asked among Split B only; 200n
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35%

35%

32%

41%

38%

37%

19%

21%

23%

3%

4%

5%

2%

2%

3%

76%

73%

69%

5%

6%

8%

wildlands

water

agricultural lands

Much more
favorable

Somewhat
more favorable

(DK/NO)/
Makes no difference

Somewhat
less favorable

Much less
favorable

Additional Information

Q38.-Q43. Next I’m going to read you some statements about Sonoma County Ag + Open Space. After 
each one, please tell me if you have a much more favorable, somewhat more favorable, somewhat less 
favorable, much less favorable opinion of Sonoma County Ag + Open Space, or if it makes no difference.

Information focused on wildland, water, and agricultural land conservation resonates with voters.

Total
More 
Fav.

Total
Less 
Fav.

[WILDLANDS] Sonoma County Ag + Open Space conserves 
wildlands and watersheds that offer vital habitats for local 

wildlife like birds and fish to thrive, and those healthy ecosystems 
are then able to filter and recharge our water, protect against 

floods, aid in crop pollination, and more.

[WATER] Sonoma County Ag + Open Space protects the natural 
and working lands that are home to rivers, creeks, and 

groundwater resources that provide our local drinking water 
supply.

[AGRICULTURAL LANDS] Sonoma County Ag + Open Space 
conserves agricultural lands to safeguard our county’s rural 

beauty and character, our capacity for local food production, and 
the critical connections necessary for thriving farms, dairies, and 

ranches.
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30%

30%

30%

38%

35%

35%

24%

26%

23%

6%

6%

5%

2%

2%

6%

68%

66%

65%

8%

8%

12%

healthy communities

comm identity

reslience

Much more
favorable

Somewhat
more favorable

(DK/NO)/
Makes no difference

Somewhat
less favorable

Much less
favorable

Additional Information

Q38.-Q43. Next I’m going to read you some statements about Sonoma County Ag + Open Space. After 
each one, please tell me if you have a much more favorable, somewhat more favorable, somewhat less 
favorable, much less favorable opinion of Sonoma County Ag + Open Space, or if it makes no difference.

Other information also has a positive impact.

Total
More 
Fav.

Total
Less 
Fav.

[HEALTHY COMMUNITIES] Sonoma County Ag + Open Space conserves 
land for public parks and open space preserves so our communities can 

experience the joy and wonder of the natural world, support their 
physical and mental health, and connect with each other and nature.

[COMMUNITY IDENTITY] Sonoma County Ag + Open Space preserves 
lands that do more than catch the eye — they shape and enhance our 

daily lives. From coastal grasslands to redwood forests, these places offer 
beauty, balance, and a constant reminder of why home here feels so 

special.

[RESILIENCE] Sonoma County Ag + Open Space protects natural and open 
space so that humans, plants, and animals can adapt to the warming 

climate and rising sea levels. Conserved lands also sequester and store 
carbon and act as protective buffers around our communities during 

wildfires and floods.
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Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Rating After Additional Info

Q13./Q16./Q44. 

After hearing all information, nearly nine-in-ten voters indicate a favorable opinion of Ag + Open Space.

Finally, after everything you have heard, do you have a strongly favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, 
or strongly unfavorable opinion of Sonoma County Ag + Open Space?

Favorable
62%

Favorable
85%

Favorable
87%

Unfavorable
11%

Unfavorable
15%

Unfavorable
13%

No opinion/
Never Heard 

27%

(Don’t know)
1%

(Don’t know)
1%

Initial After Additional Info Informed

Initial Informed After Additional Info
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Potential Reauthorization Measure
Asked toward the end of the survey, nearly 3-in-4 voters say they would support a potential reauthorization measure on a 

future ballot. 

Q45. If the election were held today, would you vote yes to approve or no to reject this measure?

Yes 
74%

No
 25%

Yes No

There may be a measure on the ballot in the future that reads as follows:

To protect natural lands from development; preserve local farms and ranches; protect our drinking water sources, including rivers, lakes and 
groundwater; preserve habitat for plants and animals; and conserve land for parks and open spaces without raising taxes; shall the measure continuing 

Sonoma County’s existing ¼ cent sales tax funding the Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation & Open Space District be adopted, providing 
approximately $32 million annually, until ended by voters, with independent audits, public disclosure, citizen oversight, and all funds spent locally? 
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Conclusions
 Sonoma County Ag + Open Space is viewed favorably by voters, especially 

when they are provided with information about Ag + Open Space’s purpose 
and initiatives.

 Communications explaining Sonoma County Ag + Open Space’s work to 
safeguard wetlands, local drinking water, and agricultural lands resonate 
strongly. 

 This poll provides initial indication that support for a ballot measure to 
reauthorize the Sonoma County Ag + Open Space’s sales tax funding is 
widespread. However, further research is recommended to provide a more 
comprehensive picture of measure feasibility.



Jessica Polsky-Sanchez
510.550.8933

jessica@emcresearch.com

Sabrina Smith-Holmes
206.652.5023

sabrina@emcresearch.com

Mandip Bagri
mbagri@emcresearch.com



M E M O R A N D U M

Date: June 22, 2026 

To: Advisory Committee 

From: Amy Ricard, Community Resources Manager 

Subject: State Funding and Opportunities for Ag + Open Space 

Overview 
Approved by California voters in November 2024, Proposition 4 — the Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire 
Prevention, Drought Preparedness, and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024 — authorizes $10 billion in general 
obligation bonds to build the state’s resilience to climate change. Funds are distributed across eight 
categories and administered by approximately 30 state agencies, with at least 40% directed to projects 
benefiting vulnerable or disadvantaged communities. 

The Legislature appropriated $3.5 billion in 2025-26 for first-year implementation. The Governor’s 
proposed 2026-27 budget adds $2.1 billion, leaving approximately $4.4 billion for future years. However, 
implementation has been slower than anticipated: many state agencies are still working through a 
lengthy regulatory rulemaking process (the Administrative Procedure Act, or APA) to develop their grant 
programs — a process that can delay funding by 12 to 18 months. 

Proposition 4 Spending Plan ($ in Millions) 
Category Bond Total 2025-26 2026-27 

Proposed 
Remaining 

Safe Drinking Water, Drought, 
Flood & Water Resilience 

$3,800 $1,199 $792 $1,809 

Wildfire and Forest Resilience $1,500 $598 $314 $588 

Coastal Resilience $1,200 $279 $107 $814 

Biodiversity and Nature-Based 
Climate Solutions 

$1,200 $390 $199 $611 

Clean Energy $850 $275 $326 $249 

Park Creation and Outdoor 
Access 

$700 $466 $35 $199 

Extreme Heat Mitigation $450 $110 $241 $99 

Climate Smart Agriculture $300 $153 $89 $58 

TOTALS $10,000 $3,470 $2,103 $4,427 

Source: Legislative Analyst’s Office, The 2026-27 Budget: Proposition 4 Spending Plan (February 2026). Numbers may not add due to 
rounding. 

A t t a c h m e n t  C
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AB 35 (Alvarez): Accelerating Proposition 4 Implementation 
Assembly Bill 35, the Proposition 4 Implementation Acceleration Act, would exempt Proposition 4 grant 
programs from the APA rulemaking process, removing the primary administrative bottleneck delaying 
the distribution of funds. Instead of going through lengthy rulemaking, agencies would submit their 
program guidelines to the California Natural Resources Agency (CNRA), ensuring accountability, 
oversight, and public engagement requirements would remain intact. 
 
This exemption is not unprecedented — prior natural resources bonds (Propositions 84 and 68) included 
similar provisions. Without it, projects for wildfire prevention, groundwater recharge, habitat 
restoration, and land conservation could be delayed by more than a year. 
 
Current status: AB 35 passed the Assembly in January 2026 with strong bipartisan support and is 
currently in the Senate. The bill is backed by more than 100 organizations statewide and has no formal 
opposition. 
 
Why it matters for Ag + Open Space: Land acquisition is time sensitive. Delays in grant programs directly 
affect our pipeline projects and our ability to leverage local sales tax dollars with Proposition 4 funds. 
Staff has actively supported AB 35 through TOGETHER Bay Area’s Sacramento advocacy efforts. 
 
 
Proposition 4 
Several Proposition 4 categories align directly with Ag + Open Space’s mission, existing programs, and 
current project pipeline: 
 
Coastal Resilience 
The State Coastal Conservancy (SCC) — one of Ag + Open Space’s most consistent funding partners — 
administers 70% of authorized coastal funding and plans to allocate approximately $30 million annually 
for coastal resilience projects. As part of the TOGETHER Bay Area coalition, Ag + Open Space advocated 
for doubling that to $60 million annually. Past SCC-funded projects include Jenner Headlands Preserve, 
Buckeye Forest, Montini Open Space Preserve, Tolay Lake Regional Park, and Willow Creek. 
 
Biodiversity and Habitat Connectivity 
Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) programs ($111 million proposed in 2026-27, plus $21 million for 
wildlife crossings and corridors) can support landscape-scale conservation in the southern Mayacamas 
Mountains, where Ag + Open Space’s Saddle Mountain Preserve sits in proximity to Hood Mountain 
Regional Park, Sugarloaf State Park, and several other protected properties. Current projects where we 
are either actively pursuing WCB funding, or may in the future, include South Sonoma Mountain (two 
proposals submitted totaling $6 million in requests) Robert’s Oaks, and Berry Forest Preserve. 
 
Wildfire and Forest Resilience 
Proposition 4 wildfire funding can extend and amplify PG&E Tubbs Fire settlement funds through the 
Sonoma County Vegetation Management Program, supporting landscape-scale vegetation management 
in high-risk fire areas. The Vegetation Management Coordinator collaborates with county partners to 
determine opportunities and grantees best suited for these grant funds. 
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Climate-Smart Agriculture 
Both our traditional agricultural conservation work and newer farmland access programs may benefit 
from this category. Many current projects align with easement acquisition on climate-resilient working 
lands, and the Buy-Protect-Sell pilot program may benefit from programs aimed at increasing land 
access and tenure for socially disadvantaged and beginning farmers. 
 
Park Creation and Outdoor Access 
Community Spaces Matching Grant Program grantees may be able to leverage Proposition 4 park funds 
— particularly the $26 million directed to reducing climate impacts on disadvantaged communities — to 
expand transformative public spaces in underserved Sonoma County neighborhoods. 
 
 
Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation (SALC) Program 
In addition to Proposition 4, Ag + Open Space uses the Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation 
(SALC) Program as a key funding source for agricultural conservation easements. Administered by the 
Strategic Growth Council (SGC) and the California Department of Conservation, SALC is funded through 
California’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) — the revenue generated by the state’s Cap-and-
Invest Program. Since its first round of awards in 2015, SALC has conserved more than 194,000 acres of 
agricultural land statewide and is recognized as the third most cost-effective GGRF program, responsible 
for 15% of the fund’s total greenhouse gas emission reductions despite receiving only 2% of its funding. 
 
Ag + Open Space has received SALC funding for two completed projects – Mattos Dairy and McClelland 
Dairy – and was awarded $7 million last October for the South Sonoma Mountain properties. This is a 
critical funding source for our agency and one we hope to use well into the future. 
 
Future Funding at Risk 
The longer-term outlook for SALC funding faces significant uncertainty due to changes to the Cap-and-
Invest Program approved by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) earlier this year. 
 
The result of CARB’s updated regulations could reduce Cap-and-Invest auction revenue by up to $4 
billion over four years – cutting annual GGRF revenues to approximately $2 billion per year, roughly half 
of recent levels. The Legislative Analyst’s Office has said this would be “inadequate to fully support Tier 
2 programs” and would “leave no funding for Tier 3 programs.” 
Senate Bill 840 (Limón) established a framework intended to protect SALC by securing approximately 
$80 million annually through a guaranteed share of the Affordable Housing and Sustainable 
Communities (AHSC) program. However, the Governor’s 2026-27 budget proposal is silent on the 
specific SALC allocation within AHSC, and the collapse of GGRF revenues could undermine the SB 840 
framework altogether. Fortunately, both the Assembly and Senate have expressed frustration and have 
signaled interest in revisiting GGRF spending priorities. 
 
California Climate & Action Network (CalCAN), American Farmland Trust, and the larger conservation 
community are actively advocating to protect SALC’s funding share and to secure a larger dedicated 
percentage of GGRF for agricultural climate solutions. Ag + Open Space is monitoring these 
developments closely, as SALC has been a valuable tool for funding agricultural conservation easements 
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in Sonoma County and a reduction in program funding would significantly affect our capacity to protect 
working lands. 
 
 
Next Steps 
Staff will monitor the following milestones and pursue grant opportunities as programs come online: 

• Senate action on AB 35 — passage would significantly accelerate availability of Proposition 4 
grant funds. 

• Final 2026-27 state budget adoption — will confirm Proposition 4 appropriations and clarify the 
SALC allocation. 

• SCC and WCB grant program guidelines — once finalized, Ag + Open Space and partners can 
submit applications for coastal resilience and biodiversity funding. 

• GGRF legislative and regulatory developments — staff will monitor advocacy efforts to protect 
SALC funding and engage through TOGETHER Bay Area as appropriate. 
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Conservation Easement Project Name Acreage 
(approx)

Sup. District Step 1 Project Phase Comments

1 Bavarian Lion Vineyards 1,858 4 Initiating Project Project accepted; initiation pending
2 Berry Forest Preserve 133 5 Project Structure Conducting survey work
3 Bianchi Ranches - Two Rock 619 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
4 Crane Creek Ranch 290 1 Initiating Project Project accepted; initiation pending
5 Crawford Gulch 92 5 Project Structure Developing draft conservation easement terms and maps
6 Deniz Ernest & Beverly Trust 217 2 Project Structure Negotiating conservation easement terms.
7 Deniz Family Farm 315 2 Negotiations Negotiating conservation easement terms.
8 Diamond W Ranch 849 2 + Approvals/Baseline Appraisal contract underway, baseline report initiated.
9 Gill Creek Confluence 51 4 Negotiations Negotiating CE with the landowner

10 Ielmorini Ranch - Sonoma Mountain 417 2 Project Structure Completing due diligence.
11 Laguna Oakwild 150 5 Project Structure Developing draft conservation easement terms and maps
12 Landwell 22 5 Project Structure Developing draft conservation easement
13 Limping Turkey Ranch 158 2 Initiating Project Project accepted; initiating pending
14 Little Rancheria Creek 276 5 Project Structure Developing draft conservation easement terms and maps
15 Lobban - Mark West Creek 274 1 Negotiations Negotiating trail easement provisions.
16 Nadale Ranch 390 2 Initiating Project Project accepted; initiation pending
17 Osprey Hill Ranch 347 5 + Negotiations Negotiating CE.
18 Peters Ranch 278 2 Negotiations Negotiating CE with the landowner
19 Preston Farm 133 4 + + Project Structure Restarting project
20 Roberts Oaks 411 1 N/A + Appraisal Process Appraisal Phase - FOC meeting May 7th
21 Sea Way 245 5 + Negotiations Project Structure
22 Sonoma Mountain Views - Coal Mine Creek 681 2 Due Diligence Completing due diligence.
23 South Fork Gualala River 299 5 Negotiations Negotiating CE
24 South Sonoma Mountain - Grove 371 1 & 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
25 South Sonoma Mountain - Rodgers Creek North 393 1 & 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
26 South Sonoma Mountain - Rodgers Creek South 421 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
27 South Sonoma Mountain - Skyline 480 1 & 2 Approvals/Baseline Offer pending
28 Starrett Hill 319 5 Negotiations Draft CE in internal review
29 Willow Avenue Farm 8 2 Negotiations Negotiating CE
30 Witt Home Ranch 395 2 Project Structure Developing project structure.

Total Acres 10,890
+ indicates change in phase since last update

On Hold projects
1 Bucher-Russell Ranch 562 4 On-Hold On hold as property listed for sale
2 Lafranconi 5 On-Hold On hold at request of owner
3 Laguna Edge 29 5 On-Hold Project is on hold at landowner's request
4 Nolan Creek 1 317 5 On-Hold Project Structure - development
5 Nolan Creek 2 171 5 On-Hold Project Structure - development
6 Nolan Creek 3 49 5 On-Hold Project Structure - development
7 Oak Ridge Angus (LaFranchi) 4 On-Hold On hold

9 Reynoso Vineyard 395 4 On-Hold
On-Hold due to landowner finances 
Site Evaluation October 16

10 Rincon Hills 218 1 On-Hold Updating project structure/transaction
21 Rowland Mack 168 1 On-Hold Appraisal work underway + internal review of CE
11 Russian River Habitat Restoration 63 4 On-Hold On-Hold  
12 Spring Hill Ranch 579 2 On-Hold On hold pending subordination of loans

Vital Lands Initiative 
Goals

Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

Attachment  D
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Matching Grant Project Name
Acreage
(approx)

Sup. 
District

Step 4 Step 5 Status Comments

A Place to Play 87 5 N/A N/A Due Diligence Completing due diligence.

AmeriCorps Trail 11 5 + + + Post-Closing Project closed, monitoring match and ongoing compliance.

Badger Park 20 4 Negotiations Negotiating legal agreements.

Bodega Bay Trail 179 5 Project Structure Continued due diligence by Regional Parks for project design.

Colgan Creek Phase 4 MG 22 3 + + Escrow/Closing BOD May 12th. Closing Expected in June.

Colgan Creek Phase 5 MG 4 3 Initiating Project Paused until close of Phase 4.
Crane Creek Regional Trail 73 1 Negotiations Regional Parks trail plans in redesign due to cultural resources found
Denman Reach 2 2 Negotiations Pending McNear Peninsula amendment.
Geyserville Community Plaza 1 4 Negotiations Negotiating legal agreements. Bringing to FOC and Board in July or August
Graton Town Square 0.6 5 Post-Closing Monitoring match and ongoing compliance

Guerneville River Park Phase 2
5 5 Project Structure Re-initiating negotiations with Regional Parks to discuss easement terms and 

extent.

Helen Putnam Regional Park Extension 22 2 N/A Post-Closing Monitoring match and ongoing compliance

Laura Fish Somersal Park 37 4 Negotiations Negotiating legal agreements
Los Guilicos Master Gardeners' Demonstration Garden 5 1 Initiating Project Initiating project

Maxwell Farms
81 1 N/A Negotiations Ag + Open Space has drafted CE using new boilerplate and sent to Regional Parks 

for review.
Occidental Community Plaza 0.7 5 Initiating Project Completing due diligence.
Petaluma Bounty Community Farm 3 2 Initiating Project Paused to find new sponsor
Petaluma River Park 28 2 Negotiations Developing legal agreements with grantee.
Roseland Creek Community Park - Phase 1c 3 3 Negotiations Negotiating legal agreements
Russian River Community Park 3.8 5 Due Diligence Completing due diligence.
Sonoma Schellville Trail 14 1 Due Diligence Completing due diligence.
Steamer Landing Park Development (McNear Peninsula) 10** 2 Negotiations MGA and RC under review by City of Petaluma.
Tierra de Rosas 1 3 + + Approvals/Baseline Negotiating legal agreements. Bringing project to FOC and Board in July.
Tom Schopflin Fields Phase 2 21 4 + + Approvals/Baseline Negotiating legal agreements

Total Acres 624.1

** Restoration/Development Project on previous acquisition.

Step 2 Step 3
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Transaction Type Step 1 Step 4 Comments

Resale
Buyer has declined to purchase the property. The 
property will remain available for farming and is not 
threatened by conversion out of ag use.

Transfer n/a
Negotiating project structure and CE language with 
Regional Parks.

Transfer/Sale Initiating project

Step 2 Step 3
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