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FINDINGS

Va l u e : W AT E R S U P P LY
The Santa Rosa Plain Aquifer provided an average of 42,000 acre-feet of water annually to all water users between
2004 and 2010. Based on water rates used by Sonoma Water ($672.03 per acre-foot), the market value of this water is at
least $28 million annually.
The water stored in aquifers also serves as a critical backup supply during drought. One way to value this safeguard
is by asking people how much water supply reliability is worth to them. One survey in Northern California found that
households were willing to pay an additional $21 to $28 per month (in 2017 dollars) on their water bill to avoid water
shortages. That’s an implied value of at least $24 million per year for every 100,000 households.

*An acre foot of water is the amount of water needed to cover an acre one foot deep in water, or 325,851 gallons.

The market value of clean groundwater
pumped from the Santa Rosa
Plain is at least $28 million annually

Sonoma County Ag + Open Space permanently protects the diverse agricultural, natural resource and
scenic open space lands of Sonoma County for future generations. We are responsible for the perpetual
protection of over 116,000 acres of land throughout our region. These agricultural and open space lands are
protected through a quarter-cent sales tax approved by voters in 1990 and reauthorized in 2006. For more
information, please visit www.sonomaopenspace.org.

THE HEALTHY LANDS AND HEALTHY ECONOMIES INITIATIVE
The Healthy Lands and Healthy Economies Initiative documents the economic value and community benefits of natural and
working landscapes. This research helps to show that Sonoma County’s investments in land conservation pay real dividends,
now and into the future. This Initiative would not have been possible without contributions from the Gordon and Betty Moore
Foundation, the S. D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation, and the California State Coastal Conservancy.

To learn more, visit www.sonomaopenspace.org/HLHE
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