
S O N O M A  C O U N T Y  O P E N  S P A C E  D I S T R I C T  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  

April 25, 2024 | 5:00 pm 

MEMBERS PLEASE  CALL  IF  UN ABLE  T O A TTEN D  

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE VIA ZOOM OR IN PERSON 

The April 25, 2024 Sonoma County Ag + Open Space Advisory Committee meeting will be held in 
person at Ag + Open Space’s office located at 747 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA. The public 
may also participate virtually through Zoom.  

Members of the public can watch or listen to the meeting using one of the two following 
methods: 

1. Zoom:  Join the Zoom meeting on your computer, tablet or smartphone by clicking:
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/98316944769?pwd=MURud1o3TDVRWStOSEF5Z25
MdEIzdz09
If you have the Zoom app or web client, join the meeting using the Password: 778144

Call-in and listen to the meeting: Dial 1 669 900 9128 Enter meeting ID: 983 1694 4769

2. In Person: Members of the public may attend in person at Ag + Open Space’s office at 747
Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA in the large conference room.

PUBLIC COMMENT DURING THE MEETING: You may email public comment to 
Michelle.Nozzari@sonoma-county.org. All emailed public comments will be forwarded to all 
Committee Members and read aloud for the benefit of the public. Please include your name and 
the relevant agenda item number to which your comment refers.  In addition, if you have joined 
as a member of the public through the Zoom link or by calling in, there will be specific points 
throughout the meeting during which live public comment may be made via Zoom and phone.  

DISABLED ACCOMMODATION: If you have a disability which requires an accommodation 
or an alternative format to assist you in observing and commenting on this meeting, 
please contact Michelle Nozzari by email to Michelle.Nozzari@sonoma-county.org by 
12pm Wednesday, April 25, 2024 to ensure arrangements for accommodation.  

R E G U L A R  M E E T I N G  A G E N D A

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/98316944769?pwd=MURud1o3TDVRWStOSEF5Z25MdEIzdz09
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/98316944769?pwd=MURud1o3TDVRWStOSEF5Z25MdEIzdz09
mailto:Michelle.Nozzari@sonoma-county.org
mailto:Michelle.Nozzari@sonoma-county.org
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1. Cal l  to Order

2. Publ ic  Comment
Comments on items not listed on the agenda. Time is limited to 3 minutes per person/item.

3. Correspondence / Communications

4 .  Approval  of  Minutes f rom February 22,  2024 (A t t a c h m e n t  A )  
ACT ION  I TEM 

5. General  Manager’s  Report
Misti Arias, General Manager

6. Community Relat ions Update
IN FORM A TIO N AL

Lauren Alpert, Community Relations Specialist
Carly Cabrera, Community Relations Assistant
Irma Cuevas, Community Relations Assistant

7. 12-Month Work Plan Overview & Planning
WORK S HOP

Misti Arias, General Manager

8 .  Projects in Negotiat ions (A t t a c h m e n t  B )  

9. Announcements f rom Advisory Committee Members

10.  Adjournment
Next Scheduled Meeting: May 23, 2024

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
FUTURE MEETING TOPICS 

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE) 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
5/23/24 
Vegetation Management Program Update 

6/27/24 
Budget Overview 
Acquisition Update 

7/25/24 
No Meeting 
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S O N O M A  C O U N T Y  O P E N  S P A C E  D I S T R I C T  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  

U N A P P R O V E D  M I N U T E S

7 4 7  M e n d o c i n o  A v e n u e  –  S u i t e  1 0 0 ,  S a n t a  R o s a ,  C A  9 5 4 0 1  
F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 2 4  |  5 : 0 0  p m  

MEMBERS PRESENT:   
Jan McFarland, Ladi Asgill, Steve Rabinowitsh, Thembi Borras, Bill Smith, Wendy Eliot, John Schribbs, Mark 
Stapp, Don McEnhill, Josh Proctor  

Call  to Order  

Chair Borras called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

Public  Comment 
Chair opened comments on items not listed on the agenda. 

• George Horwedel
• Susan Kirks
• Duane Dewitt

Approval  of Minutes from January 25,  2024   A t t a c h m e n t  A   ACTION ITEM 

Chair asked the Advisory Clerk to conduct a roll call.  

Committee Action:  
Chair Borras called for a vote to approve the advisory minutes as revised.  
Aye: Jan McFarland, Ladi Asgill, Steve Rabinowitsh, Thembi Borras, Bill Smith, Wendy Eliot, John Schribbs, 
Mark Stapp, Don McEnhill, Josh Proctor 
Abstain: Don McEnhill and John Schribbs  
Absent: Kristina Tierney, Paul Martin, Michelle Whitman, Kevin McDonnell, Dayna Ghirardelli  

General  Manager’s  Report     
 Misti Arias, General Manager 

Public comment: 
• Susan Kirks

Stewardship Update 
 Sheri Emerson, Stewardship Manager 

Public Comment: 
• Susan Kirks

A t t a c h m e n t  A
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Advisory Committee Administration  ACTION ITEM 
a) Election of Committee Officers

Committee Action: Chair Borras opened nominations for the executive team. 

Nomination of Advisory Committee Chair: Member John Schribbs nominated Thembi Borras; Member 
Josh Proctor seconded the nomination.  

Nomination of Vice Chair: Chair Borras nominated John Schribbs; Member Mark Stapp seconded the 
nomination.  

Nomination of Chair Pro Tem: Ladi Asgill nominated himself, Member John Shribbs seconded the 
nomination, and Chair Borras thirded the nomination. 

Committee Action: Chair Borras called for a vote to elect the new executive members. 

Aye: Jan McFarland, Ladi Asgill, Steve Rabinowitsh, Thembi Borras, Bill Smith, Wendy Eliot, John 
Schribbs, Mark Stapp, Don McEnhill, Josh Proctor  

Projects in Negotiations 

Announcements from Advisory Committee Members  
Public Comment: 

• Susan Kirks

Adjournment 
Next Scheduled Meeting: March 28, 2024. 



Acquisition Project Status Chart | Conservation Easements Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District 4/18/2024

Ag
ric

ult
ura

l La
nd

s

Co
mm

un
ity

 Id
en

tit
y

He
alt

hy
 Co

mm
un

itie
s

W
ate

r
W

ild
lan

ds
Pro

jec
t E

va
lua

tio
n

Ini
tia

tin
g P

roj
ec

t

Du
e D

illi
ge

nc
e

Pro
jec

t S
tru

ctu
re

CE
 Ne

go
tia

tio
ns

Ap
pra

isa
l P

roc
ess

FO
C

BO
D

Es
cro

w/
Clo

sin
g

Pu
rch

ase
 Pr

ice
 (B

OD
 

Ap
pro

ve
d )

Conservation Easement Project Name Acreage 
(approx)

Sup. District  Step 1 Status Comments

Abril Ranch 1,929 4 On‐Hold Stalled due to federal mineral rights ownership
Bavarian Lion Vineyards 1,858 4 Initiating Project Initiaiting Project
Bianchi Family 633 5 + Initiating Project Initiating Project
Blucher Creek Headwaters 212 5 Initiating Project Project back to active ‐ initiating project structure
Bucher‐Russell Ranch 562 4 + + Initiating Project Initiating project
Camp Meeker Forest Open Space Preserve (formerly Baumert Springs) 372 5 Negotiating CE FOC date 1/4 anticipated BOD date Feb/March
Chanslor Ranch (fee acquisition) 378 5 $5,500,000 Negotiating CE closed on fee purchase, negotiating transfer
Crawford Gulch 92 5 Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Deniz Ernest & Beverly Trust      217 2 Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Deniz Family Farm                315 2 Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Diamond W Ranch 849 2 Negotiating CE Project Structure ‐ CE drafting 
Ielmorini Ranch ‐ Sonoma Mountain 417 2 + + Initiating Project
Laguna Edge 29 5 + + Initiating Project Initiating project; may only seek riparian protections 
Limping Turkey Ranch 158 2 Initiating Project Initiating project
Lobban – Creekside Addition 3 1 Appraisal Process Working on project structure
Lobban – Mark West Creek 266 1 Appraisal Process Working on project structure
Lobban – Miyashiro Addition 5 1 Appraisal Process Working on project structure
Mark West Wikiup Preserve 31 4 $5,100,000 Escrow/Closing BOD authorization 12/12

McClelland Dairy 348 2
 +

Appraisal Process
Appraisal contracting begun, CE under review by County 
Counsel before going to funder

Nolan Creek 1 317 5 Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Nolan Creek 2 171 5 Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Nolan Creek 3 49 5 Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Peters Ranch 278 2 Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Preston Farm 133 4 Negotiating CE Project Structure ‐ development and CE negotiations
Rincon Hills 218 1  + Negotiating CE Project Structure ‐ development and CE negotiations
Rowland Mack 168 1 Negotiating CE Project Structure ‐ development and CE negotiations
Russian River Habitat Restoration 63 4 Initiating Project Initiating project
Russian River Redwoods 394 5 + Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Soda Springs Ranch Open Space Preserve 209 4 Escrow/Closing Project closed 9/1
South Sonoma Mountain ‐ Grove 366 1 & 2 Initiating Project
South Sonoma Mountain ‐ Rodgers Creek North 393 1 & 2 + Negotiating CE Drafting CE
South Sonoma Mountain ‐ Rodgers Creek South 421 2 + Negotiating CE Drafting CE
South Sonoma Mountain ‐ Skyline 480 1 & 2 + Negotiating CE Drafting CE
Spring Hill Ranch 579 2 $2,620,000  Approvals/Baseline Baseline underway
Starrett Hill 319 5 + Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Willow Avenue Farm 8 2 + Initiating Project Project Structure ‐ development
Witt Home Ranch 395 2 Initiating Project Initiating project
Wolf Creek Ranch 1,195 5 On‐Hold

Total Acres 14,830 $13,220,000

+ indicates change in phase since last update

On Hold projects
Oak Ridge Angus (LaFranchi) On‐Hold On hold
Terrilinda Dairy On‐Hold On hold at request of owner
Lafranconi On‐Hold On hold at request of owner
Fornage Ranch (move to inactive) On‐Hold On hold
Petersen Rd Dairy On‐Hold On hold

Vital Lands Initiative 
Goals

Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

A t t a c h m e n t  B
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