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Bohemia Ranch 
 
Project Location: Bohemian Highway north of 
Occidental 
   
Supervisorial District: 5th 
 
Project Manager: Stuart Martin, 565-7362 
 
Project Budget: Anticipated District 
contribution towards the fee purchase--
$500,000 
 
Project Completion:  to be determined   
 
Partners: Sonoma Land Trust--lead agency; Sonoma County Regional Parks 
 
Contractor (if applicable): NA 
 
Acquisition Plan categories: Recreation & Education; Water, Wildlife & Natural Areas 

 
Project Overview: Bohemia Ranch consists of 842 acres on Bohemia Highway, three 
miles from Occidental. The property has been targeted as a potential Regional Park for 
many years due to its size, location, public support, water resources, and ecological 
values. Douglas fir, coast redwood, oak woodland and savanna, grasslands, rare 
serpentine communities and riparian woodlands are present on the property. 

The District attempted to purchase the property twice within the past ten years but could 
not reach agreement with the landowners. The Sonoma Land Trust is currently 
negotiating with the landowner to purchase the property. The District is pledging 
$500,000 towards the fee acquisition of 
the property for a potential Regional Park. 
The District will hold a conservation 
easement.  

 

 
 

 

 



Carrington Coast Ranch 
Transfer to State Department of Parks and Recreation  
Supervisorial District:  5th  
Project Location: Pacific Coast Highway 1, north of Bodega Bay 
Project Manager: Marta Puente, 565-7261 
 

Project Budget: The District acquired the property in 2003 for transfer to the Stateôs 
Department of Parks and Recreation as an addition to the Sonoma Coast State Park. 
The project has to be reviewed and approved by the Stateôs Public Works Board and 
the Department of Finance for a no cost acquisition by State Parks.  The District and 
State Parks are evaluating operation and maintenance budget requirements.  
 

Project Completion: 2010/2011  
 

Partners: State Department of Parks and Recreation, LandPaths, and the California 
Coastal Conservancy 
 

Contractors: Advanced Geo Environmental and W-Trans 
 

Acquisition and Strategic Plan categories: Recreation and Education; Water, 
Wildlife and Natural Areas and Greenbelts and Scenic Hillsides 
 
Project Overview:  

 The District acquired the 335-acre Carrington Coast Ranch property in 2003 
for transfer to the State Parks due to its location, scenic vistas, natural 
resources and potential for recreational access. The District and State Parks 
have finalized the conservation easement that will be in place at the time of 
transfer. State Parks completed its Immediate Public Use Facilities Plan for 
the property which addresses the natural, cultural, and scenic values as well 
as recreational needs, including trails, parking, restrooms, picnic sites, and 
interpretive facilities.  

 Through a grant provided by the Coastal Conservancy, the District, 
LandPaths and State Parks have worked on site clean-up and planning for 
recreational uses. The District has opened the land for public guided tours 
facilitated by its non-profit partner LandPaths.  

 Once transfer of title is completed, it is the goal of the State Department of 
Parks and Recreation to make the property available for public recreational 
use at the earliest opportunity, consistent with good planning and sound 
resource management.  

 

mailto:mpuente@sonoma-county.org


Calabazas Creek Open Space Preserve  
 

Project Location: Glen Ellen, California 

 

Supervisorial District:  1st  
 

Project Manager: Leslie Lew 565-7367 

 

Project Budget:  $200,000 

 

Project Completion:  to be determined 

 

Partners: California Department of Parks and Recreation 

 

Contractor (if applicable):  Rob Evans, Sonoma Ecology Center 

 

Acquisition Plan Categories: Greenbelts and Scenic Hillsides; 
Water,Wildlife and Natural Areas; Recreation and Education 

 

Project Overview: 
Several activities are under way for the Calabazas Creek Open Space Preserve (Preserve) 
including a management plan and weed management. The management plan will describe how 
the property is to be managed. The weed management program will prevent yellow star thistle, 
a noxious nonnative invasive pest plant, from dominating the Preserve. 
 
The Preserve is located off Highway 12 between Santa Rosa and Glen Ellen. The Preserve is 
within the Sonoma Valley Scenic Landscape Unit designated in the County General Plan to 
protect the scenic backdrop and viewshed from the Highway 12 Scenic Corridor and 
surrounding urban areas. The Preserve is one of the few properties that extends from the 
Sonoma/Napa county line at the top of the ridge down to Highway 12 on the valley floor. 
 
The land is composed of diverse soil, vegetation, and 
topographic features which provide habitat for a wide 
range of important plant and animal species. Soil and 
topographic features include volcanic tuft basins, 
serpentine, rock outcrops and cliff faces. Vegetation 
types include chaparral, mixed conifer, oak and madrone 
woodlands, wet meadows, redwood forest, and riparian 
vegetation. Numerous springs, annual streams, and 
perennial streams are found on the property, including a 
significant portion of Calabazas Creek and its associated 
riparian corridor and watershed. Calabazas Creek is a 
tributary of Sonoma Creek and is also a designated 
critical habitat area which supports steelhead. The 

property also provides habitat for many species including 
mountain lion, deer, fox, and potentially, bear. 
 
Weed Management  
The District has contracted for springtime mapping of yellow starthistle on the upper and 
grassland sections of the Preserve.  Currently, the District is treating these patches of noxious 
weeds.  Follow-up treatment will occur in summer and is expected to continue for at least two 
more years with annual monitoring and spot-treament. 
 
Management Plan 
The management plan for Calabazas Open Space Preserve will include an exploration of trails, 
resource management issues and recommendations, and trail linkages.  The project plan 
detailing the development of the management plan is currently underway. 

Outing at Calabazas Creek  

Calabazas Creek 



Clover Springs  
 
Project Location: City of Cloverdale, west of Highway 101 and adjacent to the Del 
Webb community 
 
Supervisorial District:  4th  
 
Project Manager: Marta Puente, 565-7261 
 
Project Budget: The District acquired the property in fee title for $7,780,000 in 2007.  
The property will be transferred to the City of Cloverdale for a park and open space 
preserve.  The landowners donated an endowment of $275,000 for initial recreational 
planning, development and restoration of the property  
 
Project Completion: end of 2010  
 
Partners: City of Cloverdale; Sonoma County Regional Parks 
 
Contractor: N/A 
 
Acquisition Plan Categories: Greenbelts and Scenic Hillsides; Water, Wildlife and 
Natural Areas; Recreation and Education 
 
Project Overview:  

 The District acquired fee title to the 250-acre Clover Springs property in 2007 
for transfer to the City of Cloverdale for a park and open space preserve. The 
City will contract with the Regional Parks Department for the planning, 
development and maintenance of the Preserve.  The rolling hills of the 
property form the western backdrop to the City.  The property is a mosaic of 
upland oak woodland, mixed evergreen forest, grasslands, chaparral and 
serpentine soils.  Porterfield Creek traverses the site and provides spawning 
habitat for the Central California Coast steelhead.  Many other species of 
animals, birds, and fish use the property for habitat and as a wildlife corridor.   

 District staff is working with the City of Cloverdale and Regional Parks to 
design a conservation easement that will protect the sensitive biotic resources 
and natural habitats of the property, while providing for recreational 
opportunities for local residents and visitors to the County.   

 An endowment was donated by the landowners to provide for development, 
management and restoration of the property as a park and open space 
preserve.  

 



Crane Home Ranch 
 
Project Location: 1655 Crane Canyon Road, Santa Rosa, east of Rohnert Park 
 
Supervisorial District:  1st  
 
Project Manager: Stuart Martin, 565-7362 
 
Project Budget: $365,750 
 
Project Completion: late May 2010 
 
Partners: N/A 
 
Contractor (if applicable): N/A 
 
Acquisition Plan Categories: Farms and Ranches; Greenbelt & Scenic Hillsides; 
Water; Wildlife, & Natural Areas 

 
Project Overview:  The District has been in negotiations with the landowners to 
purchase a conservation easement on 49 acres of agricultural land east of Rohnert 
Park. The property includes two creek corridors and is the home of the famous Crane 
Melon.  
 

 Expenditure was approved by the Open Space Authority on March 4, 2010. 

 Project is expected to be considered by the District Board of Directors on April 
20, 2010.  

 

 


